
 

 
 

Bee Campus Renewal 2022 
 

Name of College/University 

University of Calgary 

Address 

2500 University Drive NW 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2N1N4 

Applicant's Name 

Kori Stene 

Applicant's Position/Role 

Engagement Coordinator 

Applicant's Phone 

+15875780544 

Applicant's Email 

kmstene@ucalgary.ca  

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 

mailto:kmstene@ucalgary.ca


Contact's Position/Role 

Engagement Coordinator 

Pollinator Team Members 

Kori Stene - Engagement Coordinator – Office of Sustainability 

Tam Tue Nguyen - Co-op Engagement Coordinator – Office of Sustainability 

Rachelle Haddock - Manager - Sustainability Partnerships & Engagement, Office of Sustainability 

Quinn Rupert - Student – Garden Club President 

Jacob Dowling - Student – Community Garden Co-Support 

Dr. Mindi Summers - Associate Professor, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Kati Tran - Experiential Learning Student Lead 

Micky Ahn - PhD Candidate, Faculty of Veterinarian – Co-curricular project researcher 

AJ Hay - Undergraduate Student, Co-curricular project researcher 

Briefly summarize your Bee Campus experience during the past year. 

Throughout 2022, the University of Calgary has been committed to the preservation and health of 
pollinator habitat both on campus and throughout Southern Alberta. To align with our Institutional 
Sustainability Strategy, UCalgary addresses its Bee Campus obligations through a holistic lens of 
community awareness and involvement, educational and experiential learning, long with daily 
operational and administrative assistance. This year, the UCalgary community has come together in a 
variety of ways to learn more about pollinators and the functions they serve in promoting balanced 
ecosystem dynamics. Graduate and undergraduate students took on strong leadership roles to advance 
research and aim to understand pollinator habitat and stewardship best practices. Students also brought 
together science and arts-based education by hosting a pollinator themed play that engaged thousands 
of youth and families in meaningful education and awareness. Overall, it was a very successful and 
collaborative year with major focus on revitalizing programming and building momentum in this post-
pandemic world. 
One of the key highlights of the year was the wide diverse network of collaborators and audiences in 
which UCalgary both partnered and engaged with throughout the year. The main Bee Campus team of 
students, faculty and staff enhanced current partnerships with municipalities such as The City of Calgary, 
and organizations such as Green Calgary, to launch new initiatives as well as host events such as the 
annual pollinator week celebration. This team also cultivated new on campus partnerships such as One 
Health at UCalgary and UCalgary’s School of Creative and Performing Arts through the launch of the 
theatre production “Bee-trayal”. These initiatives, along with numerous other such as citizen science 



programming, workshops, events, tours and digital campaigns engaged a wide variety of audiences 
ranging from elementary youth, children & families, researchers and the general community at large. 
These partnerships and collaborations were instrumental in allowing pollinator-focused programming to 
reach people at all age levels, and amplify the amazing work being done at a regional scale. 

Please tell us about any campus initiatives focusing on creating new, improving or maintaining 
existing habitat for pollinators. This could include work on campus grounds and other areas. 

1. Campus Community Garden and Landscape-based initiatives: 
Throughout the year, land-based activities were launched to both improve and maintain existing habitat 
for pollinators. Examples include: 
- 40 students participated in a garden tour across campus to learn about UCalgary’s Edible Garden, the 
Community Garden and how these two landscapes on campus support pollinators health. From this, 
students created pieces such as poems, magazines, art pieces, videos and other media to communicate 
their connection to the land and the importance of protecting these delicate ecosystems. 
- A group of 8 staff and students participated in multiple garden clean-up sessions to remove invasive 
species and curate space that supports local pollinators 
- 35+ students, faculty and staff members actively participated in maintaining a plot in the community 
garden this year. Use of synthetic fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides is prohibited in the Community 
Garden, protecting ecosystem and pollinator health. 
- Two graduate and undergraduate students launched a campus-wide research initiative to understand 
bee habitat preference. They installed 25 artificial bee habitats and from May to October, collected and 
synthesized data to contribute to a larger body of knowledge of native bees in Alberta. 
- Adaptive and native prairie plant species were incorporated throughout the campus Swann Mall 
environment to improve, maintain, and create new habitat for pollinators. 
The Garden Club members also collaborated in partnership with local Indigenous Elders, Knowledge 
Holders and Indigenous organizations to further enhance permaculture landscaping within the 
community garden. Numerous plants and shrubs were planted which will act as a supporting factor for 
pollination as they offer great benefits in terms of nectar and pollen. Elders were invited out to the land 
to provide their blessing and guidance on what should be planted in this space. Students followed 
proper protocols with intent to build relationships in a good way. 
2. Student-led educational and advocacy initiatives:  

UCalgary’s Sustainability Leadership and Innovation Program (SLIP) provides funding and 

mentorship to support students in implementing sustainability-related projects throughout the 

academic school year. This past year, two co-curricular experiential learning initiatives were 

launched focused on advancing and amplifying work surrounding the Bee Campus Designation. The 

first team is focused on tangible action by hosting bee-building workshops, conducting research and 

building capacity at the local level. The second group is focused on outreach and awareness by 

creating social media and digital content to increase engagement across a variety of audiences. 

These two teams have exemplified leadership and will work in tandem to roll out programming 

throughout the following season. 



Please tell us about any campus initiatives aimed at educating students, faculty staff or the local 
community about pollinators. 

Bee a Citizen Scientist Program: This regionally based citizen science initiative encourages Albertan’s to 
contribute to cutting edge research surrounding native pollinators in Alberta and their respective plant 
partners. Since launch, there has been a total of 6177 observations, from 638 observers, with 507 
identifiers. 125 project members have contributed valuable data that has identified 316 different 
species; information is submitted through Calgary Pollinator Count citizen science initiative. These 
observations play an important role to help us form a better understanding of the species diversity and 
abundance of pollinators supported by different flowering plants. The outcomes of this program aims to 
support the creation of guides and resources for city planners, backyard gardeners, and landscape 
designers to leverage while designing urban spaces that support pollinators.  

UCalgary Students, Faculty and Staff supporting community knowledge in pollinator health and 

habitat protection. UCalgary students, faculty and staff raised awareness about pollinator health 

through numerous platforms, including interviews through the local news:  

o Faculty of Arts’ Wagonstage Theatre developed a Bee-trayal play 

 86 free shows throughout Calgary 

 2100+ children and family reached 

 Bee City Canada video broadcast to Bee Schools 

o Giving Days Bee Campus Fundraising 

 79 donors, with matching $12,402 raised 

o Public Talks, Publications and Articles: 

 Webinar - One Health Circle: Creating homes for urban pollinators 

 CBC News Article - Why naturalists are encouraging homeowners to keep their lawns 'messy' this 

spring 

 UCalgary Article - Wagonstage Theatre presents free outdoor summer performances 

Pollinator Week 2022. The Office of Sustainability led the campus community in a week of 

celebration and awareness regarding pollinator health and habitat protection. UCalgary was able to 

achieve its goals through a week-long series of both virtual and in-person celebrations. These 

include: 

 Uphold UCalgary’s commitments as a Bee Campus. 

 Form new partnerships to raise awareness for the importance of pollinators and pollinator 

conservation. 

 Engage the campus and broader communities to participate in fun activities. 



 Assist faculty members and researchers in promoting their citizen science initiatives, allowing 

them to reach broader audiences. 

Please tell us about your participation in International Pollinator Week celebrations (if applicable) and 
other pollinator-themed events. Include photos, web links, stories and any other media. 

Pollinator week was certainly the highlight of the year for events and engagement. UCalgary led a week-
long celebration of both virtual and in-person events during National Pollinator Week to raise awareness 
of the importance of preserving pollinator habitat in Southern Alberta. Numerous in-person events were 
hosted such as theatre productions, bee box building workshops, engagement booths at the Inglewood 
Bird Sanctuary and more. Virtual materials such as bee quizzes and social media campaigns were 
launched before, during and after the week. 
Overall, the series of events were very successful in engaging a more diverse and wider audience than 
previous years. 
Key highlights include: 
- Digital campaigns included social media posts, articles, events, tips for pollinator habitat protection, 
engagement polls and online quizzes. 9 posts including 2 videos and 7 graphic posts accumulated a total 
of 1477 views, 230 likes and 60 shares. (Instagram: @ucalgarysustain; Facebook: University of Calgary 
Sustainability) 
- The launch of pollinator week was a collaboration between UCalgary and Chris Akkerman Elementary 
School. Nearly 300 students from grades 1 through 3 were engaged in arts-based theatre performance 
and experiential learning surrounding the theme of pollinators and diversity. 
- As well, 32 community members, researchers, faculty, staff, alumni and students participated in an in-
person bee box building workshop and knowledge sharing session. 
- Celebration of the continuation of Dr. Mindi Summers’ citizen science programming, which has 
accumulated over 2,000 observations within the last year from regional participants. 
Post-pollinator week, the University of Calgary’s Wagon Stage pollinator theatre production of “Bee-
trayal” went on to showcase 84 additional theatrical productions booked an all four quadrants of 
Calgary, engaging more than 2,100 children and families in educational based arts performance 
throughout spring and summer. Overall, the week was a huge success, and UCalgary looks forward to 
leveraging these partnerships for continued programming next year. 

How did your campus promote being a Bee City Campus? 

The University of Calgary has worked to promote itself as a Bee Campus through many avenues and 
channels, including but not limited to: 
1. Updating and facilitating the Bee Campus website 
2. Advancing programming for the Bee a Citizen Scientist Program 
3. Running a social media campaign in celebration of Pollinator Week 
4. Restoring and creating new pollinator habitats on campus through the Main Campus Landscape Plan 
5. Creating experiential learning opportunities for students, faculty and staff to engage in research and 
project implementation to further pollinator awareness and protection. 
6. Educating youth and community members through a variety of avenues such as pollinator plays, 
interactive activities of colouring pollinator pictures, building bee boxes and more 



7. Interviewing faculty members; namely Dr. Mindi Summer participated in numerous public talks, 
interviews 
8. Publishing articles to recognize the work that has been dedicated to protecting pollinator health and 
raising awareness 

How can Bee City Canada help to facilitate your vision of a campus community which supports 
pollinators? 

Some ideas where Bee City could support: 
- Providing avenues to strengthen existing partnerships and facilitating new partnerships. 
- Creating a platform or community of practice for all parties to share knowledge for cross promotion 
and reciprocity, aiming to build capacity and greatly benefit the common goal. Collaborations with other 
Bee Campus Designated universities may lead to the expansion of UCalgary's programs and activities. 
- Provide campus landscaping resources and recommendations 
- Provide funding or toolkits which can play a significant role to support student ambassadors or 
outreach projects 
- Advocacy training programming for youth (virtual) to build a solid foundation for pollinator awareness 

Has your campus posted Bee City Canada signage? 

Yes 

Has your campus created a Bee City website or webpage? 

Yes 

If you answered "Yes", please provide the URL of your Bee City webpage. 

https://www.ucalgary.ca/sustainability/our-sustainable-campus/bee-campus  

What are your plans for the coming year? 

UCalgary plans to both leverage existing programming as well as create new initiatives to enhance 
community involvement and collaboration with pollinator protection projects. Throughout the coming 
year there will be great efforts made to establish strong long-term partnerships with community 
organizations, aiming to broaden in the reach of the incredible work being done both on and off 
campus. Targets to expand current projects, such as the Pollinator Count as well as the two SLIP Bee box 
research by hosting workshops and putting up more habitats around the campus and city. UCalgary is 
always aiming to create more opportunities where students can take on leadership roles, work 
collaboratively with faculty members, staff and other student-run organizations such as clubs and 
student associations to further advance programming. Finally, the institution looks forward to planning 
its national pollinator week celebration. 

https://www.ucalgary.ca/sustainability/our-sustainable-campus/bee-campus


 

Bee Campus Renewal Fees 

More than 20,000 students - $500 

Name of Dean/President/Official 

Bryanne Aylward 

Submitted by 

Kori Stene 

Date 

12/22/2022 


