
 

 
 

Bee City Renewal 2023 
 
 
 

Name of City, Town, Municipality or First Nation 

Township of King 

Province 

Ontario 

Applicant's Name 

Kathryn McLellan 

Applicant's Job Title 

Environmental Stewardship Outreach Coordinator 

Organization or Department 

Community Services 

Address 

2585 King Road 
King City, Ontario 
L7B 1A1 

Applicant's Phone 



+19058336555 

Applicant's Email 

environmentalstewardship@king.ca  

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 

Pollinator Team Members 

Kathryn McLellan- Environmental Stewardship Outreach Coordinator 
Steve Roesch- Environment & Sustainability Coordinator 
Sabrina Guvenc- Climate Change Coordinator 

Briefly summarize your Bee City experience during the past year. Please include information about 
challenges, feedback, and media responses. 

The Bee City designation has been an instrumental tool used to showcase the municipalities 
commitment to improving pollinator habitat and raising awareness throughout the community. King 
continues to develop new greening initiatives, projects, and community engagement opportunities to 
preserve, protect and enhance pollinator habitat throughout the municipality.  

During 2022, the Community Services Department offered a variety of pollinator focused activities 

which included guided hikes, 

free pollinator activity kits, native wildflower plantings, seed giveaways and wildflower kit sales. 

Pollinator education was also integrated into various Nature Based Programs offered at Cold Creek 

Conservation Area. In celebration of National Pollinator Week and Flight of the Monarch Day, King 

Township partnered with the King Heritage & Cultural Centre to launch its first Pollinator Community 

Art Project which received positive feedback and engagement from the community. In addition, the 

municipality was able to identify new opportunities internally to increase pollinator habitat through 

municipally planned projects in parks, roadsides and open spaced. Being a designated Bee City has 

allowed municipal staff to increase pollinator focused initiative and showcase the municipalities 

commitment to pollinators. 

Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides. 

mailto:environmentalstewardship@king.ca


Since 2009, there has been a ban on the cosmetic use of pesticides in Ontario. The use of Pesticides in 
King Township is limited through this regulation. The Township does allow contractors to use a select list 
of pesticides for forest management and natural heritage protection such as terrestrial invasive species 
management. Over the past couple years, the Township of King experienced a severe outbreak of 
Spongy Moth (formerly referred to as Gypsy Moth) throughout the municipality. Spongy Moth is a 
defoliating insect that prefers to feed on the leaves of hardwood species causing the trees to lose some 
or in extreme cases, all their canopy. LDD/ Spongy Moth outbreaks are cyclical and generally surges 
every 7 to 10 years. Based on the predicted severity of Spongy Moth for the 2022 season, egg mass 
monitoring assessments indicated that King would experience a severe infestation during 2022. 
However, during 2022 we saw a significant collapse in the population. Throughout the course of 2021 
and 2022, the Township opted not to conduct aerial spraying or ground spraying on Township property. 

Outline community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If possible, include a plant 
list. 

During 2022, Environmental Stewardship partnered with the King Heritage & Cultural Centre and the 
Township of King Public Libraries to offer free Pollinator Activity Kits. Native wildflower seed packages 
and milkweed seed packages were provided in the Pollinator Activity kits to encourage families to plant 
pollinator habitats at home and were also distributed at various community events. The Township of 
King also piloted a new greening initiative called the "Green Yards Program". The Green Yards Program 
offered residents and non residents the opportunity to purchase rain barrels, backyard composters and 
native wildflower kits at an affordable cost. The native wildflower kits consisted of 10 potted native 
wildflowers, 1 pack of native wildflower seeds and gardening resources to help you get started. Species 
included Wild Bergamot, Cylindric Blazing Star, Lance Leaved Coreopsis, Common Milkweed, Black Eyed 
Susan, Wild Strawberry and Pale Purple Coneflower. 
Another new program that was offered to the community in 2022 was the Seed Saving Program. The 
Seed Saving Program provided registered participants with free heirloom seeds to plant, grow and seed 
save to contribute back to the Seed Saving & Lending Library to help increase seed diversity. Some of the 
species available included native wildflower species. 
In 2021, Township of King began implementing a Mowing Reduction Initiative. The initiative focuses on 
converting select areas of Township owned land covered by turf grass into naturalized areas that will 
enhance the landscape and support pollinators. Strategic locations have been identified where feasible 
to eliminate mowing and conduct planting of trees, shrubs and wildflowers. In 2022, King staff identified 
more than 10 park locations that will benefit from mowing reductions. In 2021 the total mowing 
reduction area was 78,018.43 sqft and in 2022, the mowing reduction area increased to 111,409.35 sqft. 
Transforming our approach to land use on municipal property by implementing changes such as reduced 
mowing will help support pollinator habitats and increase natural coverage. Implementing the Don’t 
Mow Grow initiative directly aligns with several municipal priorities and commitments which include the 
King Climate Action Plan, Mayors Monarch Pledge, Bee City Certification, and the Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan. The no mow areas provide pollinator habitat, canopy coverage, and support 
biodiversity further. In 2022, several of the designated mowing reduction locations were subject to 
native trees and shrub planting and new "Grow Zone signs" were installed. Twenty fruit trees were 
integrated into the Hill Farm Trail System situated in Nobleton to provide the community with access to 
fresh fruit while also supporting pollinators.  



During Spring 2022, the Environmental Stewardship Coordinator worked with Recreation staff to 

incorporate pollinator focused activities into Nature Based Programs and Township Summer Camps. 

Native wildflowers were planted in the Cold Creek Conservation Area Tall Grass Prairie with youth 

attending nature programming and summer camps. 

How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

The Township of King is proud to be a Bee City and is committed to promoting our efforts to educate, 
preserve and enhance existing pollinator habitats. The Township of King promoted being a Bee City on 
the Township of King website by dedicating a section on the Environmental Stewardship page. The 
Township of King Community Services Department continue to identify new opportunities to promote 
and raise awareness through a variety of pollinator focused activities and workshops that were offered 
during 2022.  

The municipality recognized and celebrated National Pollinator Week and also included it in the 

Community Waste Calendar that is mailed out Township wide. During National Pollinator week, a 

variety of pollinator focused engagement activities were scheduled. One of which included 

partnering with the King Heritage & Cultural Centre and the Township of King Public Libraries to 

offer free Pollinator Activity Kits and distribute free milkweed and wildflower seeds. During National 

Pollinator Week King launched its first Pollinator Community Art Mural. On Monday August 22nd, 

Community Services staff gathered with Mayor Pellegrini and Councillor Schaefer in celebration of 

Flight of the Monarch Day to showcase “Flutterby the Butterfly”, the first Pollinator Community Art 

Project in King Township. With 250 individual pieces, each hand-painted by King citizens, visitors, 

staff and students, this puzzle is truly a community effort. The initiative, created by King Heritage & 

Culture in partnership with King Environmental Stewardship, uses the arts to bring awareness to 

pollinators and their habitat. The Pollinator Community Art Project directly supports the Township of 

King’s Bee City Certification and Mayors Monarch Pledge actionable goals. The project aims to 

engage residents and promote monarch and pollinator conservation as well as cultural awareness 

and recognition. Flutterby the Butterfly” is displayed in King Township Municipal Centre. King also 

conducted the following actions which aligned and helped promote being a Bee City. 

- Implementation of the Reduced Mowing Initiative and installation of new No Mow Signage 

- Native tree, shrub, fruit tree and wildflower plantings 

- Integrate pollinator education and experiential learning into Nature Based Programming and 

engage youth in municipality lead pollinator initiatives. 

- Secure funding to create a Pollinator Demonstration Garden at the King Township Municipal 

Centre (to be completed in Spring 2023) while identifying further opportunities to enhance pollinator 



habitat throughout the municipality. 

- Continue to restore the Tall Grass Prairie at Cold Creek Conservation Area by offering volunteer 

planting opportunities. 

- Encourage residents to plant pollinator gardens and offer affordable native wildflower kits through 

the Green Yards Program. 

- Distribute free pollinator resources to the community at events and through various Environmental 

Stewardship workshops and programs (educational pamphlets, native species info, invasive species 

information and native seeds). 

Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating your community, including residents, city 
employees, contractors, children and other groups. 

The Community Services, Environmental Stewardship division works collaboratively with the Parks 
Department and Public Works to enhance existing and create new habitats for pollinators in parks, 
gardens and naturalized areas to support our Bee City Certification. The Environmental Stewardship 
Coordinator works closely with the Parks Manager to identify new opportunities to integrate native 
plants, shrubs and trees while enhancing existing areas with native vegetation. The Township is 
committed to preserving and increase tree canopy and natural coverage through the municipality. 
Environmental Stewardship also works with local conservation authorities, planting organizations, youth 
and community groups to provide support and offer hands on educational experiences to get involved in 
habitat enhancement projects. In 2022, 3195 native trees and shrubs were planted,400 wildflowers and 
over 200 wildflower seed packs were distributed.  

During spring 2022, King launched the first Pollinator Community Art Project. With 250 individual 

pieces, each hand-painted by King citizens, visitors, staff and students, this puzzle is truly a 

community effort. The initiative, created by King Heritage & Culture in partnership with King 

Environmental Stewardship, uses the arts to bring awareness to pollinators and their habitat.  

The Township of King also offers a variety of nature based and recreation programs as well as 

camps for all ages at Cold Creek Conservation which include Jr. Explorers, Biodiversity, Exploring 

Survival and Outdoor Survivalist as well as guided hikes. The following programs integrate pollinator 

education to build awareness and engage youth in hands on activities which in involve habitat 

creation and enhancement through wildflower planting, seed ball making and other hands-on 

activities. Approximately 25 youth groups ranging from 40-80 students in each group were engaged. 

The Environmental Stewardship Coordinator worked with the Cold Creek Conservation Area 

Recreation staff to conduct milkweed seed collection which is used for nature-based programming 

activities and camps offered onsite to youth and schools. During 2022, King hired a co-op student as 



well as a seasonal environmental assistant staff who helped with the collection of milkweed seeds 

and facilitation of pollinator focused activities.  

Similar to the Pollinator Pals Camp in a Box kits offered in 2021, in 2022 King partnered with the 

local libraries to distribute free Pollinator Activity Kits in King City, Nobleton and Schomberg which 

provided each participant with fun activities they can do to help learn about the importance of 

pollinators and support our bee and butterfly buddies. 

Please tell us about your community’s participation in National Pollinator Week celebrations and 
other events. 

During National Pollinator Week, information was shared through our social media pages to raise 
awareness and educate residents about the importance of pollinator habitats. As mentioned above, King 
launched its first ever Community Pollinator Art Project and provided free Pollinator Activity Kits that 
were distributed at Township Public Libraries. Free native wildflower seed packages and hand outs were 
also available to residents and community groups.  

The municipality recognized National Pollinator Week in the Community Waste Calendar and on the 

King Township Community Calendar located on the King website. In celebration of National 

Pollinator Week, King Township installed no mow signage at 10 park locations. While visiting our 

parks keep your eyes peeled for our new “Grow Zone” signs". The Bee City logos is included on the 

signage. 

Describe your plans for creating, improving and maintaining pollinator habitat during the next year. 

• Raise awareness about the Reduced Mowing Initiative through King Township website and social 
media 
• Native wildflower seed distribution at workshops and community events 
• Milkweed Seed Collection and Monarch Monitoring 
• Installation of 4 butterfly boxes 
• Raise awareness and engage the community to help with creating and enhancing pollinator habitat 
through spring/fall community plantings 
• Offer pollinator focused education workshops, and activities 
• Increase natural coverage through native tree, shrub and wildflower plantings 
• Promote fruit tree planting 
• Creation of the Pollinator Demonstration Garden at the King Township Municipal Centre. 
• Offer the Green Yards Program to provide community members the opportunity to purchase native 
wildflower kits to plant at home. 
• Identify new volunteer opportunities 
• National Pollinator Week promotion and engagement- native wildflower seeds giveaways at 
Community Centres. 



 

• Tall Grass Prairie Restoration Planting at Cold Creek Conservation Area continued 
• Provide support to community groups interested in planting pollinator gardens (eg. Kettleby Village 
Association, Schomberg Community Farm, Dufferin Marsh Nature Connection). 
• Promote Flight of the Monarch Day 
• Promote the King Township Seed Saving & Lending Library in partnership with the King Township 
Public Library. 
• Fill all plots at the King City Community Garden 

Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation posted Bee City Canada signage? 

Yes 

Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation created a Bee City website or webpage? 

Yes 

Please provide the URL of your Bee City webpage. 

https://www.king.ca/EnvironmentalStewardship  

Bee City Renewal Fees 

25,001 – 50,000 population - $300 

https://www.king.ca/EnvironmentalStewardship

