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Name of College/University 

Western University 

Address 

1151 Richmond St 

London, Ontario 

N6A 3K7 

Applicant's Name 

Jessica Cordes 

Applicant's Position/Role 

Engagement Coordinator (Sustainbility) 

Applicant's Phone 



+15196153805 

Applicant's Email 

sustainability@uwo.ca 

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 

Pollinator Team Members 

Jessica Cordes, Sustainability Engagement Coordinator 

Laura Mantz, Sustainability Associate 

Mary-Lee Townsend, Sustainability & Compliance Manager 

Heather Hyde, Director, Sustainability 

Mike Lunau, Manager, Landscape Services 

Brian Yang, Western Sustainable Leaders Program student representative 

Allison Pert, Western Sustainable Leaders Program student representative 

Briefly summarize your Bee Campus experience during the past year. 

Over the past year we have maintained our regular pollinator-supportive practices such as: 

- Planting native and pollinator-friendly plants on campus; 

- Invasive species removal, especially focusing on removing buckthorn from natural areas; 

- Leaving pollinator plants such as milkweed left to flower, even in areas where they are not 

intentionally planted, as they are an important source of food for pollinators; and, 

- Hospitality Services maintenance of honeybee hives for local honey on campus. 

This year we also teamed up with Friends of the Gardens (FOGs), a volunteer group on campus, to 

establish a new 880 square foot pollinator garden. The Western Community Garden was expanded to 

grow more food and native plants. New construction projects have focused on native plantings 

wherever possible; including a new rain garden and major construction on University Hill with many 

native plant additions.  

To raise awareness and provide education on pollinators we have held native plant and native seed 

giveaways, helped promote seminars and outdoor events focused on the importance of pollinators 

and native plants, and our student team held a native plant seed saving event in support of 
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expanding the FOGs pollinator garden in the future. 

Please tell us about any campus initiatives focusing on creating new, improving or maintaining 

existing habitat for pollinators. This could include work on campus grounds and other areas. 

There are a number of exciting campus initiatives aimed at creating and improving habitat for 

pollinators. The Western Community Garden was established in 2021, and expanded in 2022 with more 

planters added to the space for growing both food and native plants, as well as additional individuals 

and groups growing in the garden. In total approximately 100 Western community members (students, 

staff and faculty) participated in growing and harvesting in the community garden. In May 2022 Friends 

of the Gardens (FOGs) volunteer group on campus planted an 880 square foot pollinator garden. The 

garden has thrived in its first year, and continues to bloom into October, providing important food 

sources and habitat for pollinators.  

Western also continues to implement its Open Space Strategy, a document published to create a 

safer, more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly, as well as biodiverse, campus. In 2021 Western 

installed its first rain garden in a central location which includes many low-maintenance native 

plants. A major construction project on University Hill, one of the iconic settings of Western, is 

currently underway and includes many native plant additions to the landscaping around buildings 

and the hill. The new Indigenous Learning Space at Western has recently opened, with a grand 

opening in November. In the coming year an Indigenous Food and Medicine garden will be planted 

at the site. 

Habitat continues to be improved through invasive species removal as well, especially targeting 

buckthorn in natural areas. Facilities Management has partnered up with a Community Engaged 

Learning course to develop a framework for “buckthorn bust” events and educational materials 

related to the problems with buckthorn. We look forward to holding more “busts” in the coming year 

with students, staff, and faculty who want to help protect and restore natural areas on campus; 

ultimately providing better habitat for the species who call this place home. 

Please tell us about any campus initiatives aimed at educating students, faculty staff or the local 

community about pollinators. 

Overall, we’re seeking to build stronger connections to the land and natural spaces on campus amongst 

Western staff, students, and faculty. This includes education about pollinators, but also expands to 

strengthening our appreciation for natural heritage like the river that runs through campus. September 

2022 marked the first-ever Western Riverfest with a series of land-based events designed to encourage 



connections with Deshkan Ziibing (the river, and life along the river). One of the pollinator-specific 

events of Riverfest was a BioBlitz, where we took students to the Medway Valley Heritage Forest to 

explore the biodiversity that exists. We found different types of native plants that support pollinators, 

interesting fungi, and insects. The Biodiversity Inventory is a year-long project aimed to account for the 

range of biodiversity that exists on campus.  

In 2022 we also helped to promote a number of FOGs events and seminars with expert speakers on 

the importance of pollinators and native plants, especially in urban settings.  

In March 2022 we held a Native Seed Giveaway, collaborating with the Thames Talbot Land Trust 

who provided 200 packets of locally sourced native plant seeds that we distributed to Western 

students, staff and faculty. For Pollinator Week in June we held a native plant giveaway; distributing 

about 250 native plants to Western community members. Then in October 2022 the Western 

Sustainable Leaders Program hosted a native seed saving event in collaboration with FOGs to 

discuss the importance of native plants and to collect seeds for FOGs’ pollinator garden expansion, 

future giveaways, and FOGs plant sales over the coming year, which help fund the garden 

expansion. 

Spring 2022 we also launched Western’s Campus as a Living Lab program. The kickoff of this 

initiative featured an agreement between Facilities Management and an Indigenous Studies / 

Geography course: Community-Based Research in Indigenous Students. Course instructors 

Desmond Moser and Clint Jacobs offer an experiential learning opportunity for students to 

participate in a project aimed at restoring a native grassland ecosystem on Western property, using 

Indigenous teachings and practices. The class is continuing with removal of invasive grassland 

species in small areas followed by planting of native grassland species. The area of restoration is 

adjacent to Deshkan Ziibi (Thames River), making it an especially significant area for pollinators and 

other types of biodiversity. 

Please tell us about your participation in International Pollinator Week celebrations (if applicable) and 

other pollinator-themed events. Include photos, web links, stories and any other media. 

For Pollinator Week in June we held a native plant giveaway; distributing about 250 native plants to 

Western community members. The giveaway was held at the Western Community Garden with the 

intention of drawing attention to the relationships between pollinators and food. Native plants were 

sourced partially from a local nursery, as well as grown on campus by FOGs.  

Video of the giveaway: https://www.instagram.com/p/CgCV8VoFhfV/ 

Social media promotion: https://www.instagram.com/p/Cezoxmmsau8/ 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CgCV8VoFhfV/
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How did your campus promote being a Bee City Campus? 

Sustainability Website: https://sustainability.uwo.ca/Campus/buildings_green_space/bee_campus.html  

Gazette Article: https://westerngazette.ca/news/western-still-buzzing-with-bee-city-

designation/article_96dd60f8-4b02-11ed-9ff2-7bfe08083a63.html  

Social Media: https://www.instagram.com/p/CfAZlKgMaqm/ 

How can Bee City Canada help to facilitate your vision of a campus community which supports 

pollinators? 

Bee City Canada does a great job of supporting the Bee Campus community. We appreciate the signage 

designs that are available and intercampus meetings to share ideas and resources. A central list of 

successful projects that have been implemented at various universities might also be helpful for future 

inspiration! 

Has your campus posted Bee City Canada signage? 

No 

Has your campus created a Bee City website or webpage? 

Yes 

If you answered "Yes", please provide the URL of your Bee City webpage. 

https://sustainability.uwo.ca/Campus/buildings_green_space/bee_campus.html 

What are your plans for the coming year? 

This year we hope to expand the FOGs pollinator garden and continue to develop partnerships with 

FOGs for more educational outreach. We will continue to implement the Open Space Strategy and plant 

native species at new sites, wherever possible. In addition, we hope to hold the second annual Riverfest 

in September 2023 to continue strengthening campus community relationships with the natural 

https://sustainability.uwo.ca/Campus/buildings_green_space/bee_campus.html
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heritage and biodiversity that exists at Western.  

The Community-Based Research in Indigenous Studies class will continue working with the Campus 

as a Living Lab program delivering hands-on experience for students to restore a native grassland 

ecosystem at Western. We hope to host a Buckthorn Bust event in Fall 2023, and will continue with 

other invasive species removal. Next spring we also plan to do more native tree planting on campus 

within the Landscape Services team. 

Bee Campus Renewal Fees 

More than 20,000 students - $500 
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Lynn Logan 

Submitted by 

Jessica Cordes 

Date 

10/20/2022 


