
Holidays with
pollinators!

Games and activities



Learn about different pollinator species and their role in
the pollination of various foods
Discover a variety of food ingredients that are available
to us because of pollinators, like cocoa beans for
chocolate, or vanilla beans for vanilla flavouring
Students can teach each other about different foods
and pollinators by selling their baked goods and talking
about the connection between pollinators and the
ingredients in their chosen baked good

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Pollinators provide us with many of the foods that we love,
as many of the crops that we grow (e.g. blueberries and
chocolate) require or benefit from animal pollination. In
fact, we now know that 75% of the major crops that we grow
to eat benefit from animal pollinators such as bees!

A good way to highlight this food that we can thank the
pollinators for is by having a bake sale that incorporates
these pollinated foods. Ingredients in each food item that
depend on animal pollination can be discussed and
appreciated at the bake sale. A sign listing ingredients and
the animals that pollinate each can provide a learning
opportunity for anyone purchasing from the bake sale. 

OBJECTIVES 

Students will:

           

Pollinator Bake Sale



Think about the needs of different bee species
Learn about different types of bees, and all of the different
habitats that they can be found in
Promote playfulness around bees

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Students may be surprised to learn that there are over 20,000
unique bee species in the world! We see a lot of variation with
their habitat needs, diets, life cycles, and life styles. Many of
these bees are solitary, nesting underground or in cavities found
in tree trunks, logs, and in other locations. We also see a lot of
variation in size and colour between bee species!

Have students get creative with their favourite bee species.
Assign a homework activity to look up different bee species in
Canada and pick a favourite. Then, in class, they can then make a
drawing of their chosen bee waking up on Christmas morning in
the environment that the bee would typically nest in, with gifts
to be opened! 

Ask the students to think about what types of gifts the bee
would want for Christmas, and incorporate those gifts into the
drawing. Depending on the species, bees may want different
gifts. For example, a leaf cutter bee may want leaves, a  honey
bee may want honey, and a carpenter bee may want wood to
create a nest in. Encourage students to get creative!

OBJECTIVES 

Students will:

           

Arts and Crafts with Bees



Arts and Crafts with Pollinators

Learn about pollinator diversity more broadly 

Get creative with pollinator artwork
Have fun!

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

If you were surprised to learn that there are over 20,000 bee
species in the world, you may be even more surprised to learn
that there are an estimated 350,000 different species of
pollinators! A pollinator is an animal that aids in plant
reproduction by transferring pollen between flowers, and
there are many more groups of animals that pollinate than just
bees. Species of butterflies, moths, flies, wasps, beetles, birds,
bats, mammals, and lizards are all considered pollinators!

This all means that there are plenty more pollinators than bees
that students can learn about! 

Explain to students that there is more to pollinators than just
bees, and have them pick out a favourite type of pollinator
from the groups listed above. Then have students draw, paint,
or sculpt their chosen pollinator and explain to the class which
pollinator they have chosen, why it is important, where it is
found in the world, and any other interesting facts about it!

OBJECTIVES 

Students will:

       beyond bees

           



Toilet paper roll (for the base structure)
Paper plate (for the base structure)
Coloured construction paper (for features)
Markers and pencil crayons (for features)
Pipe cleaners (for antennae)
Googly eyes

Creating discussion at home about the importance of pollinators 
Helping students to perceive bees and pollinators positively

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Teaching others about the importance of pollinators and their role in  
ecosystems is an easy thing we can all do. Giving the gift of a
pollinator ornament can open up a discussion with family members
about the importance of pollinators, and students can have some
fun making them!

Have students create ornaments that represent their favourite
pollinators. These can be given as gifts to friends and family!
 
Material ideas for easy-to-make ornaments:

Use a hole puncher to create a hole in the ornament, and then
loop a string through the hole and tie it to make it possible to 
hang the ornament from a tree.

Objectives:

DIY Pollinator Ornaments



Powdered (Confectioner's) Sugar (to make this more christmasy, use
red or green powder instead of powdered sugar)
4 Pieces Black Construction Paper
Gold Sharpie (or other colour that shows up on black paper)
Paper Plate

Learn about how the process of pollination actually works

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Pollination is an important process, and the process can be more easily
understood through educational activities. Use the following activity to
show students how pollination works in a clear and simple way.

What you'll need: 

Have students draw one flower on each piece of construction paper and
set the pages next to each other. Take a 1/4 cup of sugar and place it in the
middle of the first flower. The sugar represents pollen. Have the students
imagine that their hand is a pollinator, and have them "land" their hand on
the middle of the flower with the sugar. Next, have students transfer their
hand to the second flower, without dusting off their hand. Continue this
process until students have touched each of the flowers. 

Let students know that as they land on each new flower, they are
transferring pollen, which they should be able to see on the flowers. This
transferring of pollen is what pollinators such as bees do. The transfer of
pollen from flower to flower is essential to plant reproduction, and allows
plants to grow the foods that we love.

OBJECTIVES 

Students will:

           

Pollination Educational Activity


