
 

Bee City Renewal 2022 
 

Name of City, Town, Municipality or First Nation 

Whitby 

Province 

Ontario 

Applicant's Name 

Jade Schofield 

Applicant's Job Title 

Project Manager- Sustainability & Climate Change 

Organization or Department 

Town of Whitby 



Address 

575 Rossland Rd E 
Whitby, Ontario 
L1N2M8 

Applicant's Phone 

+19054443167 

Applicant's Email 

schofieldj@whitby.ca 

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 

Pollinator Team Members 

Jade Schofield 
Aimee Pugao 
Jennifer Smith 
Jill Stanton 
Wojtek Kowalewski 
Mike Kuchera 
Mike Henderson 
Suprajha Vaithianathan 

Briefly summarize your Bee City experience during the past year. Please include information about 
challenges, feedback, and media responses. 

The Town of Whitby is committed to becoming a healthy, sustainable and complete community. 
Understanding that the pressures that pollinators face as a result of pests and diseases, habitat loss 

mailto:schofieldj@whitby.ca


and climate change, we are responding through action. 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the Town continued to display its firm commitment as a Bee City 

of Canada and implemented several initiatives in 2021 including: 

Launch of a Seeds to Bee Native Plant Nursery 

Expansion of the LEAF Backyard Tree Planting Program to provide affordable access to native 

trees, shrubs and perennials 

The naming of a park as the Des Newman Whit-BEE park alongside a commitment for a Bee theme 

in 2022 

Several workshops including Climate Change Conversations, honey extraction and native plant 

gardening 

Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides. 

The Town of Whitby continues to adhere to the Pesticides Act of Ontario and does not use Class 9 
pesticides for cosmetic purposes on Town-owned or leased property. 

Outline community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If possible, include a 
plant list. 

LEAF Backyard Tree Planting Program 
In 2021, the Town of Whitby Council approved a five-year contract for the subsidized Backyard Tree 
Planting Program for property owners of Whitby. This program is delivered by the not-forprofit 
organization LEAF and is in partnership with the Region of Durham. In addition to trees, this 
partnership allows residents to order a variety of native plant kits to help increase pollinator habitat in 
the backyard. To support the program, Elexicon Energy provided $5000 in sponsorship. For more 
information, visit http://www.yourleaf.org 

Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 

The Town of Whitby continues to be committed to the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge. This is a program 

led by the National Wildlife Federation. Through this initiative, Whitby is committed to creating a 

habitat for the monarch butterfly and pollinators and educating residents about how they can make a 

difference at home and in their community. To participate, the Town must commit to at least three 

action items (out of 30) that the community will initiate throughout the year. The Town has committed 

to the following actions: 

•Launch or maintain a public communication effort to encourage residents to plant monarch gardens 

in their homes or neighbourhoods. 

•Launch, expand, or continue an invasive species removal program to support the reestablishment 

http://www.yourleaf.org/


of native habitats for monarch butterflies and other pollinators. 

•Display educational signage at monarch gardens and pollinator habitats. 

•Increase the percentage of native plants, shrubs and trees that must be used in city landscaping 

ordinances and encourage the use of the milkweed, where appropriate. 

Seeds to Bees 

Inspired by the Shark Tank and Dragon's Den, the Town’s Culture Team developed the Hornet's 

Nest, a program designed to provide staff teams with the opportunity to create, submit, present and 

potentially fund new ideas that move the organization forward and support the achievement of the 

Corporate Strategic Plan. In 2021, staff from four departments collaborated and gained approval to 

launch Seeds for Bees, an initiative to start a native plant nursery to assist community-planting 

efforts. This nursery will enable the town to sustainability to grow native plant stock, which will be 

used to expand native plant gardens across the Town starting in 2022. 

How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

The Town promoted being a Bee City through several outlets: 

Social Media 

Town Website 

Presentations 

Annual Sustainability Report 

Giveaway Seed Packets 

The Town is also exploring the inclusion of Bee City signage as part of its new Way Finding Sign 

Strategy. 

Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating your community, including residents, city 
employees, contractors, children and other groups. 

Climate Conversations Webinar Series 
The Whitby Sustainability Advisory Committee hosted Climate Conversations -a four-part webinar 
series to help increase knowledge and awareness of the natural environment and how it is impacted 
by climate change. Topics covered in the spring of 2022 included sessions dedicated to growing local 
food as well as Bees Love Trees. Climate Conversations were presented in partnership with Durham 
Farm Fresh, Central Lake Ontario Conservation (CLOCA), Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
(OFAH) and Local Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests (LEAF). 

Native Bee Seminars 

Early in 2021 the Town hosted a successful virtual presentation with our volunteers at 55+ 



Community Centre. The presentation by Alveole beekeepers focused on native bee species. The 

volunteers were given kits ahead of time to construct their bee hotels. 

Please tell us about your community’s participation in National Pollinator Week celebrations and 
other events. 

The Town of Whitby Celebrated National Pollinator Week through a number of different ways as 
highlighted on our website: https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/top-ways-to-support-bees-butterflies-and-
other-pollinators-in-whitby.aspx 

Activities included: 

1. Go on a Pollinator Week scavenger hunt 

Download the GooseChase App on your smartphone or tablet, search for 1GB9E6, then get ready to 

complete a series of challenges for the chance to win a pollinator-friendly gardening kit from the 

Local Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests (LEAF). 

2. Tune in to the “Bees Love Trees” webinar 

You know bees love flowers, but did you know they love trees too? Join Brian Millward, Stewardship 

Coordinator of LEAF on Thursday, June 24 at 7 p.m. for a webinar on how climate change threatens 

bees and how you can help. Register now. 

3. Visit one of the Town’s pollinators gardens 

Check out the Town’s interactive Parks map to locate pollinator gardens. Find one near you to visit 

and encounter bees, butterflies and other pollinators up close. Simply open the map and apply the 

“pollinator garden” filter. https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/signin 

4. View a recorded “From the Hive to the Honey Jar” presentation 

Watch a previously recorded virtual honey extraction presentation hosted by Alvéole urban 

beekeeper Taylor. Learn about the Town's urban beehive and all things honey. 

https://www.facebook.com/377009445780/videos/405772500561571 

5. Plant a tree for a pollinator 

Now that you know pollinators love trees, why not plant your own? The Town offers plants, trees and 

shrubs at a subsidized price through our Backyard Tree Planting 

Program. https://www.yourleaf.org/whitby-homeowners 

Describe your plans for creating, improving and maintaining pollinator habitat during the next year. 

https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/top-ways-to-support-bees-butterflies-and-other-pollinators-in-whitby.aspx
https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/top-ways-to-support-bees-butterflies-and-other-pollinators-in-whitby.aspx
https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/signin
https://www.facebook.com/377009445780/videos/405772500561571
https://www.yourleaf.org/whitby-homeowners


New Development of Des Newman Whit BEE Park. 
This district park will be themed for bees and nature with 5000 square meters of native plantings, a 
bee and pollinator-themed playground and a splash pad. Connections to trails will be added 
throughout the neighbourhood as well as interpretive signage about native bees. 

King St. Parkette Community Garden 

The Town is working with a local community group interested in creating a community garden at the 

King Street Parkette to demonstrate permaculture gardening methods. An application is currently 

under review, and a decision will be brought forward to Council in 2022. 

Urban Rooftop Beehive ($) 

The Town of Whitby has installed an urban beehive on the rooftop of Town Hall. Elexicon Energy 

sponsors the urban rooftop beehive. The Town will extract approximately 10 kilograms of honey from 

its rooftop beehive each year. In support of the beehive installation, the Town will be hosting several 

educational workshops throughout the year. 

Seeds to Bees 

In 2022, Town staff will be planting its first nursery crop of native plants across the community. The 

nursery was established in 2021 by Town Staff, who competed for a small amount of funding to 

initiate innovative ideas aligned with the Town’s Corporate Strategic Plan. Plants will be installed 

through community planting in the late spring of 2022. 

Whitby in Bloom 

Whitby in Bloom presents annual events, including webinars, speaker series and the annual garden 

tour. The webinars and speakers focus on horticultural, landscape and environmentally responsible 

projects. In 2022, several sessions are planned, including Mix and Match: Plants and Shrubs for 

Pollinatorson April 27 and a session titled Trees, a wise investment, on May 25. 

Pollinator Week 

Pollinator Week (June 20-26) is a time to celebrate the vital role of pollinators like bees, birds, bats, 

and butterflies in our local ecosystem and support global food production. Whitby is committed to 

protecting pollinators and their habitat through action and education as a designated Bee City. As 

part of that commitment, the Town is planning several fun activities and workshops for residents to 

take part in and learn more about why pollinators matter. 

Whitby Public Library Seed Share (WPLSS) 

Seed Saving is a growing movement that supports sustainable gardening practices and a healthy 

lifestyle by preserving genetic diversity and fostering an awareness of nature. The Whitby Public 

Library Seed Share provides access to locally saved seed and knowledge for anyone interested in 

growing food, attracting pollinators, saving their own seed and contributing to this public resource. 

Provide information about any events, activities or initiatives that you have organized and would 



 

like highlighted through our social media channels. 

Pollinator Week 2021: https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/top-ways-to-support-bees-butterflies-and-
other-pollinators-in-whitby.aspx 

LEAF Program: https://www.yourleaf.org/whitby-homeowners 

Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation posted Bee City Canada signage? 

No 

Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation created a Bee City website or webpage? 

Yes 

Please provide the URL of your Bee City webpage. 

https://www.whitby.ca/en/live/environment-and-sustainability.aspx  

Bee City Renewal Fees 

100,001 – 250,000 population - $500 

https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/top-ways-to-support-bees-butterflies-and-other-pollinators-in-whitby.aspx
https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/top-ways-to-support-bees-butterflies-and-other-pollinators-in-whitby.aspx
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