
 

Bee City Renewal 2022 
 

Name of City, Town, Municipality or First Nation 

Township of King 

Province 

Ontario 

Applicant's Name 

Kathryn Mclellan 

Applicant's Job Title 

Environmental Stewardship Outreach Coordinator 

Organization or Department 

Community Services 



Address 

2585 King Road 

King City, Ontario 

L7B 1A1 

Applicant's Phone 

+19058336555 

Applicant's Email 

environmentalstewardship@king.ca 

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 

Pollinator Team Members 

Kathryn McLellan- Environmental Stewardship Outreach Coordinator, Township of King  

Sara Olivieri- Climate Change Coordinator, Township of King  

Briefly summarize your Bee City experience during the past year. Please include information about 

challenges, feedback, and media responses. 

King continues to develop new greening initiatives, projects, and community engagement opportunities to 

preserve, protect and enhance pollinator habitat throughout the municipality. The Bee City designation has 

been an instrumental tool used to showcase the municipalities commitment to improving pollinator habitat 

and raising awareness throughout the community. 

During 2021, Covid-19 presented challenges associated with in person public engagement activities. The 

municipality had to cancel several planned events, workshops and programs which included a Spring 

Pollinator Planting at St. Andrews Park and in person school engagement plantings. King was able to modify 

several in person activities including wildflower plantings to smaller group sizes, offer new take home 

mailto:environmentalstewardship@king.ca


pollinator focused activities and utilize social media platforms during National Pollinator Week to educate the 

community about pollinators. In addition, the municipality was able to identify new opportunities internally 

to increase pollinator habitat through municipally planned projects in parks and on roadsides. Being a 

designated Bee City has allowed staff to expand pollinator focused initiative which align with municipal 

guiding documents and showcase King's commitment to pollinators. 

Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides. 

Since 2009, there has been a ban on the cosmetic use of pesticides in Ontario. The use of Pesticides in King 

Township is limited through this regulation. The Township does allow contractors to use a select list of 

pesticides for forest management and natural heritage protection such as terrestrial invasive species 

management. Over the past couple years, the Township of King has experienced a severe outreach of LDD 

(formerly referred to as Gypsy Moth) throughout the Municipality. Based on the predicted severity of LDD for 

the 2022 season, egg mass monitoring assessments indicate the King will continue to experience a severe 

outreach for 2022. The Township has opted not to conduct aerial spraying. 

Outline community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If possible, include a plant list. 

The Community Services, Environmental Stewardship division works collaboratively with the Parks 

Department to enhancing existing and creating new habitats for pollinators in parks, gardens, and naturalized 

areas to support our Bee City Certification. In 2021, Environmental Stewardship greening initiatives resulted 

in 2120 trees and shrubs and 2675 native wildflowers being planted throughout the municipality. Greening 

initiatives included the Neighborhood Network Spring Tree Planting, three plantings in partnership with LEAF, 

Tyrwhitt Park Planting in partnership with the LSRCA & Kettleby Village Association, Pollinator Enhancement 

Restoration Planting along 15th sideroad, Tall Grass Restoration planting at Cold Creek Conservation Area, 

wildflower planting with camp groups, milkweed seed collection and distribution as well as other activities. 

In celebration of National Pollinator Week, King Township began implementing an internal mowing reduction 

initiative. The initiative focusing on converting select areas of Township owned land covered by turf grass 

into naturalized areas that will enhance the landscape and support pollinators. King staff have identified 10 

ideal park locations that will benefit from mowing reductions with a total mowing reduction area of 

78,018.43 sqft. The Township has committed to mowing parks more strategically to do our part for the 

environment. Implementation of the Don’t Mow, Grow Initiative directly supports changing mowing 

ordinance to enhance natural habitats. Transforming our approach to land use on municipal property by 

implementing changes such as reduced mowing will help support pollinator habitats and increase natural 

coverage. Implementing the Don’t Mow Grow initiative directly aligns with several municipal priorities which 

include the King Climate Action Plan, Mayors Monarch Pledge, Bee City Certification, and the Integrated 

Community Sustainability Plan. The no mow areas will provide opportunity for habitat enhancement and may 

be subject to native tree, shrub and wildflower plantings which would increase pollinator habitat, canopy 

coverage, and support biodiversity. Staff will continue to identify new spaces such as parks, trails and open 

spaces annually that would be suitable and benefit from reduced mowing. Education and training will be 

offered to park staff annually during the spring prior to mowing. Signage will be installed at each of the target 



locations to educate and inform park and trail users of the initiative. 

The Community Service Department, Environmental Stewardship division worked with the Public Works 

Department to enhance natural coverage along 15th side road and 8th Concession as part of the road 

repaving project. Staff worked collaboratively to identify six sections along the roadside to plant native 

wildflowers and spread wildflower seed. Approximately 1000 sqft of pollinator habitat was incorporated into 

the project which will directly support pollinators. Species planted include; Grey headed cone flower, false 

sunflower, Lance Leaved Coreopsis, wild columbine, dense blazing star, wild bergamot, black eye susan, cup 

plant, pale purple cone flower, showy tick trefoil, wild nodding onions, smooth aster, Golden Alexander, blue 

flag iris, ironweed, bee balm, new england aster, bee balm, purple cone flower, wild columbine, false 

sunflower, butterfly milkweed, swamp milkweed, hairy beardtongue, switch grass , big blue stem as well 

many more. 

How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

The Township of King has a dedicated Environmental Stewardship page on the King Township website with a 

Bee City Certification section. In addition, 

The Township of King has a variety of pollinator focused activities and workshops planned for 2021. Please 

see list below 

- National Pollinator Week Promotion - Milkweed and wildflower seed distribution 

- Reduced Mowing Initiative 

- Native tree, shrub, and wildflower plantings 

- Apply for funding to create and enhance pollinator habitat throughout the municipality 

- Received funding support through TD FEF to plant 2000 native wildflower and grasses at Cold Creek 

Conservation Area. 

- Integration of Pollinator education into camps through the sale of Pollinator Packs. The Pollinator pack 

includes interactive learning activities that can be done at home. Learn about the importance of pollinators 

and build your own bee and insect hotel at home. 

Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating your community, including residents, city employees, 

contractors, children and other groups. 

The Community Services, Environmental Stewardship division works collaboratively with the Parks 

Department, Public Works and Sustainability to enhancing existing and creating new habitats for pollinators 

in parks, gardens and naturalized areas to support our Bee City Certification & Mayors Monarch Pledge. The 

Environmental Stewardship Coordinator works closely with the Parks Manager to identify new opportunities 

to integrate native plants, shrubs and trees while enhancing existing areas with native vegetation. The 

Township is committed to preserving and increase tree canopy and natural coverage through the 

municipality. Environmental Stewardship works closely with the conservation authority, planting 

organizations and community groups to engage the community and offer hands on educational experiences 



to get involved in habitat enhancement plantings. In 2021, over 1200 native trees and shrubs were planted 

and more than 2000 wildflowers were planted through community engagement. 

During spring 2021, the Environmental Stewardship Coordinator worked with Recreation staff to created 

Pollinator Pals Camp in a Box Kits. Promotion of the camps were included in the King Township Recreation 

Guide, social media and on the King Township website. Native wildflower seed packages and milkweed seed 

packages were provided in the kits to encourage families to plant pollinator habitats at home. The kits were 

available for two different age groups (4-7) & (8-12). 

The Environmental Stewardship Coordinator works with the Cold Creek Conservation Area staff to conduct 

milkweed seed collection which is used for nature-based programming activities and camps (seed ball 

making, plant a pot) offered onsite to youth groups and schools. Pre pandemic, Environmental Stewardship 

would incorporate seed collection into the Jr. Explorers program and guided hikes offered at Cold Creek 

Conservation Area. The Township of King will continue to conduct milkweed seed collection and help spread 

seed in natural areas to further support monarchs. 

In 2021, the municipality continued to offer in person nature based and recreation programming and camps 

in smaller group sizes. Environmental Stewardship worked with three different youth camp groups to plant 

native wildflowers at Cold Creek Conservation Area in the Tall Grass Prairie. Participants helped us plant over 

600 wildflowers on site and were taught about the importance of planting native to support wildlife and 

enhance pollinator habitat. In addition, the Township of King provided funding support through the 

Sustainability Grant to support the Kettleby Village Association Community Group Butterfly Way Project to 

create a new pollinator bee friendly garden at Tyrwhitt Park in Kettleby. The Township provided additional 

support through site prep, mulching, and providing an additional 2 trays of milkweed plugs to be planted. 

The launch of the Pollinator Pals Camp in a Box kits provided each participant with fun activities they can do 

to help learn about the importance of pollinators as you support our bee and butterfly buddies. Activities 

included build your own bee and insect hotel, seed ball making, plant wildflowers, and exploring citizen 

science monitoring activity sheets. Monitoring sheets were provided in the kits and participants were 

encouraged to partake in the Mission Monarch Program and contribute to citizen science projects. 

Please tell us about your community’s participation in National Pollinator Week celebrations and other 

events. 

During National Pollinator Week, information was shared through our social media pages to raise awareness 

and educate residents about the importance of pollinator habitats. As well as inform residents about the 

municipalities participation in the Mayors Monarch Pledge as well as Bee City Certification. 

The municipality also recognizes National Pollinator Week in the Community Waste Calendar and schedules a 

variety of pollinator focused engagement activities to coincide with National Pollinator Week. In celebration 

of National Pollinator Week, King Township began implementing a mowing reduction initiative The initiative 

will focus on converting select areas of Township owned land covered by turf grass into naturalized areas 

that will enhance the landscape and support pollinators. While visiting our parks keep your eyes peeled for 

our new “Grow Zone” signs". Bee City logos will be included on the signage displayed throughout the park 

which identify designated Now Mow Zones. 

Describe your plans for creating, improving and maintaining pollinator habitat during the next year. 



 

• Raise awareness about the Reduced Mowing Initiative and complete sign installation 

• Milkweed Seed distribution at workshops and community events 

• Milkweed Seed Collection and Monarch Monitoring 

• Raise awareness and engage the community to help with creating and enhancing pollinator habitat through 

plantings 

• Pollinator focused education workshops, and activities integrated in nature-based programing and camps 

• Increase natural coverage through native tree, shrub and wildflower plantings 

• Identify new volunteer opportunities 

• National Pollinator Week promotion and engagement- native wildflower seeds giveaways at Community 

Centres. 

• Launch Spring Green Yards Initiative providing residents with the opportunity to purchase native 

wildflowers kits at an 

affordable cost to encourage them to create pollinator habitats at home. 

• Tall Grass Prairie Restoration Planting at Cold Creek Conservation Area continued 

• Provide support to community groups interested in planting pollinator gardens (eg. Kettleby Village 

Association, Schomberg 

Community Farm, Dufferin Marsh Nature Connection). 

• Flight of the Monarch Day- Community Art installation and resource sharing 

• Promote the King Township Seed Saving & Lending Library in partnership with the King Township Library. 

• Fill all plots at the King City Community Garden 

Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation posted Bee City Canada signage? 

No 

Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation created a Bee City website or webpage? 

Yes 

Please provide the URL of your Bee City webpage. 

https://www.king.ca/EnvironmentalStewardship 

Bee City Renewal Fees 

10,001 – 25,000 population - $200 

https://www.king.ca/EnvironmentalStewardship

