
 

Bee City Renewal 2022 
 

Name of City, Town, Municipality or First Nation 

City of Grande Prairie 

Province 

Alberta 

Applicant's Name 

Jessica Foley 

Applicant's Job Title 

Environmental Outreach Specialist 

Address 



P.O. Bag 4000 

Grande Prairie, AB 

T8V 6V3 

Applicant's Phone 

780-538-0415 

Applicant's Email 

environment@cityofgp.com  

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 

Pollinator Team Members 

Amy Clarkson, Environmental Technologist 

Caleb Benson, Integrated Pest Management Technician 

Laurie Griffiths, Landscape Gardener 

Cindy Park, Seven Generations Energy 

Chris Theissen, City Counsellor 

Jessica Foley, Environmental Outreach Specialist 

Jessica Whitson, Energy Administrative Support 

Michelle Gairdner, EMES Dept Manager 

Robert Carroll, Transportation & Parks Manager 

Briefly summarize your Bee City experience during the past year. Please include information about 

challenges, feedback, and media responses. 

mailto:environment@cityofgp.com


Over the course of 2021, one of the challenges we have faced has been figuring out how to engage the 

public in our programs. Social media has been a great tool to use but we have found residents, 

businesses and even ourselves tapped out from how much we have been using it. We were fortunate to 

have local media pick up on our events which helped get messaging out over the radio and through 

word of mouth. Another challenge we have been facing both internally and externally is moving forward 

with naturalization plans. The community has concerns around losing space that they utilize and it’s 

been a challenge to get their buy-in. 

Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides. 

The plan moving forward in 2022 is to build on the success 2021 brought. We are excited to offer in-

person events again (pending restrictions), showcasing our edible orchards is something we are looking 

forward to. We are also looking into a No-Mow May in some areas, to shed light on how positive 

naturalization can be and how residents can participate. 

Outline community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If possible, include a plant 

list. 

We would like to offer a webinar about pollinators native to our region. Partnering with the Bee 

Institute here in Grande Prairie is something we want to work on. In 2021, we hosted a workshop about 

pollinators for City employees that was well attended. The workshop gave us some new ideas to focus 

on in the future. There was also an indoor plant virtual workshop with our Social Club. This gave city 

employees the opportunity to connect with a local business owner who is a indoor and outdoor plant 

guru. There was a topic on invasive bugs and pesticides which was really eye opening for the staff who 

attended. 

How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

GP Grows 2022 End of April- Seed kits are given out to residents so they can grow their own veggies and 

flowers. 

Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating your community, including residents, city 

employees, contractors, children and other groups. 

We would like to offer a webinar about pollinators native to our region. Partnering with the Bee 

Institute here in Grande Prairie is something we want to work on. In 2021, we hosted a workshop about 

pollinators for City employees that was well attended. The workshop gave us some new ideas to focus 



on in the future. There was also an indoor plant virtual workshop with our Social Club. This gave city 

employees the opportunity to connect with a local business owner who is a indoor and outdoor plant 

guru. There was a topic on invasive bugs and pesticides which was really eye opening for the staff who 

attended. 

Please tell us about your community’s participation in National Pollinator Week celebrations and 

other events. 

Last year the city was formally proclaimed a Bee City which introduced the general public to the 

program. The proclamation was part of Pollinator week. The objective is to continue celebrating 

pollinator’s week with an in-person tour in the community orchards pending COVID-19 restrictions. We 

will also celebrate pollinators during our annual Earth Day event, held April 22. This is a joint event with 

the County of Grande Prairie that focuses on a different theme each year but the primary goal is to 

educate and engage residents on how they can help protect pollinators, reduce their carbon footprint 

and make greener decisions. 

Describe your plans for creating, improving and maintaining pollinator habitat during the next year. 

The plan moving forward in 2022 is to build on the success 2021 brought. We are excited to offer in-

person events again (pending restrictions), showcasing our edible orchards is something we are looking 

forward to. We are also looking into a No-Mow May in some areas, to shed light on how positive 

naturalization can be and how residents can participate. 

Provide information about any events, activities or initiatives that you have organized and would like 

highlighted through our social media channels. 

GP Grows 2022 End of April- Seed kits are given out to residents so they can grow their own veggies and 

flowers.  

Telus created a documentary about the GP Grows program, filmed during the April distribution event 

and tagged along with residents to their homes to film the planting of their seeds. The documentary 

should be ready early spring, and we will be happy to share that with Bee City. 

Comments and Suggestions 

Having a yearly AGM and inviting all of the organizations that are Bee Cities to come together and meet. 

This would be great to build relationships with them and connect on new/old ideas and collaborate! 



 

Bee City Renewal Fees 

50,0001 – 100,000 population - $400 

 

Signatures 

Michelle Gairdner 

Manager, Energy & Environmental Services 

January 24, 2022 


