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A pollinator garden is a safe spot for insects and birds to rest 
and feed. Pollinators need food, water and shelter.

This garden contains plants that provide food and shelter for 
pollinators such as bees, butterflies and hummingbirds. Other 
beneficial creatures also live here, such as carpenter ants, flies, 
aphids, ladybug nymphs, spiders, yellowjackets and bald-faced 
hornets. They may look scary but they are fantastic garden 
tenants, as they help keep pests under control. 

Food for pollinators is usually nectar and pollen. Some pollinators 
eat leaves too, depending on what stage of their lifecycle they’re 
in. Pollinators feed on all different shapes and sizes of flowers that 
bloom throughout the season, especially early spring and late fall. 
Predatory insects like wasps help with pest control and are an 
esstential part of a pollinator garden.

Pollinators need a place to call home. A shelter may be 
permanent, a quick rest stop or a place to raise their young. 
Shelter can be twigs, brush and leaf litter that is left in small 
piles around the garden.  

Just like all other living things, pollinators need water to survive. 
They find it in ponds, streams, birdbaths, mud puddles and water 
droplets on plants. 

Pollination is the transfer of pollen from the male parts (anthers) 
of one plant to the corresponding (stigma) female parts of 
another plant. The result of the process is a fertilized ovary that 
will form a seed or fruit. In short, pollination is a way for plants to 
reproduce, and most plants depend on pollination for 
reproduction. Some plants are self-pollinating, some rely on the 
wind and water to assist them with pollination, but many plants 
depend on insects and birds (pollinators) to help facilitate the 
pollination process. Without the help of pollinators, over 80% of 
the world’s flowering plants, including many of our food crops, 
would not be able to reproduce.

POLLINATOR GARDEN

COMMON POLLINATOR 
GARDEN VISITORS

Mason Bee
Osmia sp.

Goldenrod Crab Spider
Misumena vatia

Western Tiger Swallowtail
Papilio rutulus

Flower Longhorn Beetle
Xestoleptura crassipes

Yellow-faced Bumble Bee
Bombus vosnesenskii

Bald-faced Hornet
Dolichovespula maculata

Anna’s Hummingbird
Calypte anna

Carpenter Ant
Camponotus sp.

German Yellowjacket
Vespula germanica

Learn more at 
Delta.ca/pollinators


