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Name of City, Town, Municipality or First Nation 

Mississauga 

 

Province 

Ontario 

 

Applicant's Name 

Felicia Radassao 

 

Applicant's Job Title 



Woodlands and Natural Areas Technician 

 

Organization or Department 

City of Mississauga 

 

Address 

300 City Center Drive 

Mississauga, Ontario 

L5B 3C1 

 

Applicant's Phone 

+14372316897 

 

Applicant's Email 

felicia.radassao@mississauga.ca 

 

Are you the primary contact person? 

Yes 
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Pollinator Team Members 

Felicia Radassao, Woodlands & Natural Areas Technician 

Paul Tripodo, Natural Heritage Coordinator 

Sarah Piett, Supervisor Woodlands & Natural Areas 

 

Briefly summarize your Bee City experience during the past year. Please include information 

about challenges, feedback, and media responses. 

The City’s experience over the past year as a Bee City has been very positive. The designation 

continues to receive the approval of our municipal Council who have shown support for the 

program overall.  

The Bee City designation has been a mechanism to better connect city staff with residents 

and engage with them on shared initiatives related to pollinators. Increasingly, we receive 

inquiries from residents about how they can help pollinators, and for input/advice on their 

own projects at home. The designation sets an example for residents and community 

groups alike and demonstrates that the city is committed to improving pollinator habitat. 

One community group, Blooming Boulevards, even referenced the City’s Bee City 

designation in developing their own program.  

Over the past year, COVID-19 presented challenges for in-person public engagements. 

Despite that, we utilized virtual platforms to promote pollinators and the City's Bee City 

designation. Here is a link to a news release for National Pollinator Week: 

https://www.mississauga.ca/city-of-mississauga-news/news/it-is-pollinator-week-in-

mississauga/ 

 

Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides. 

https://www.mississauga.ca/city-of-mississauga-news/news/it-is-pollinator-week-in-mississauga/
https://www.mississauga.ca/city-of-mississauga-news/news/it-is-pollinator-week-in-mississauga/


Since April 22, 2009, there has been a ban on cosmetic pesticides in Ontario. Under the 

regulation in the Pesticides Act, over 95 pesticide ingredients and 250 pesticide products can 

no longer be sold by retailers or used by homeowners in Ontario. As such, the use of 

pesticides in Mississauga is limited through this regulation.  

The City of Mississauga does allow contractors to use a select list of pesticides in unique 

settings related to effective forest management and natural heritage protection. For 

example, cut stump or basal bark treatments of woody invasive species such as European 

Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) are favoured application methods as there is minimal risk 

of harming non-target species or to the surrounding environment. Pesticide use is also 

considered in the city’s Integrated Pest Management Programs for such invasive pests as 

Gypsy Moth and Emerald Ash Borer. Broad-scale, indiscriminate application of pesticides 

has not been undertaken by the city during the last year. 

 

Outline community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If possible, 

include a plant list. 

Habitat Creation projects June 2020 – July 2021:  

The City of Mississauga’s One Million Trees Program continued in 2020 and 2021. These 

plantings continued to create and restore natural habitats throughout the city for the benefit 

of pollinators and other wildlife. Despite challenges that have arisen from the global 

pandemic, a total of 4,398 native trees and shrubs were planted in 2020 as part of this 

program. In spring 2021, a total of 3,916 trees and shrubs were planted by City staff 

throughout the city. In addition, 500 trees were given away to Mississauga residents 

through the Tree Giveaway Initiative, with another 500 planned for fall 2021.  

Complementary to our One Million Trees naturalization program, pollinator habitat 

restoration took place at: 

Jack Darling Memorial Park tallgrass prairie prescribed burn: 

o On April 19th, a prescribed (or controlled) burn was conducted by a contractor at the 

tallgrass prairie site. Following the burn, photos were taken from the Prairie Watch phone 



stand by City staff to track the greening up growth. 

o In August 2021, prairie monitoring will be conducted to record plant species and 

document changes over time as the prairie matures. 

o Non-native invasive woody species (European Buckthorn, ornamental Honeysuckles) 

and herbaceous species (Burdock) will be tackled this August by youth from the 

Conservation Youth Corps (CYC) through Credit Valley Conservation (CVC). These 

removals will reduce the abundance of non-native invasive plants within and around the 

prairie, which will allow the native vegetation to expand further. 

o In fall 2020, seed was collected from the prairie vegetation at Jack Darling prairie and 

distributed along the edge of the existing prairie to assist with expansion. The plan this 

year will be to collect seed again and to store some of it overwinter for dispersal in the 

spring. A goal for spring 2022 is to select a small section outside the existing prairie that is 

dominated by Kentucky Bluegrass, solarize the grass using tarps, and disperse the seeds 

collected this year on the bare soil. 

o The City plans to continue active management of the tallgrass prairie habitat at Jack 

Darling Memorial Park to ensure that the rare tallgrass prairie continues to flourish and 

provide essential habitat for the uniquely adapted pollinators associated with this 

ecosystem.  

Spruce Park: 

o Native wildflower species were planted in fall 2020 within a One Million Trees 

naturalization planting area where woody vegetation did not establish. In spring 2021, the 

wildflowers were observed blooming. The plant list included: Butterfly Milkweed, Black-

eyed Susan, Wild Bergamot and Beard-tongue. 

Seed paper: 

o Mississauga residents who registered for a free tree through the Residential Tree 

Giveaway Program this spring also received Black-eyed Susan seed paper to plant in their 

gardens. 500 of these seed papers were distributed across the city. We will continue to 

include the seed paper for the fall 2021 giveaway which will be an additional 500! 

 



How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

The city’s existing pollinator education campaign continued virtually this past year and was 

propelled by the City’s social media channels including Facebook, Twitter and the City’s 

website. This campaign focused on the threats to pollinators, their ecological importance, and 

their importance to humans. The campaign was also used to spread awareness about the 

City’s pollinator-friendly initiatives. A central goal of this campaign was/is to inspire residents 

to improve and maintain pollinator habitat on private property which accounts for more than 

50% of Mississauga’s land base.  

Material related to pollinators is showcased on the City’s pollinator website which also 

promotes and celebrates the city’s designation as a Bee City. Please see: 

https://www.mississauga.ca/pollinators/. Signage related to the Bee City Canada 

designation is posted at Mississauga City Hall for visitors and residents to see.  

Following provincial restrictions and public health recommendations, the City hosted a 

naturalization event at Brickyard Park during National Forest Week 2020 with various 

community groups. In addition to planting native trees and shrubs, our partner 

organization, CVC, brought Black-eyed Susan’s (Rudbeckia hirta) for planting. 

 

Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating your community, including residents, 

city employees, contractors, children and other groups. 

The city will continue to expand its role in educating the public and staff about various 

pollinator species and pollinator habitats. Some of the actions we took in 2021 so far include:  

o In July 2021 staff participated in the North American Butterfly Association’s (NABA) 

annual Butterfly Count Program, which involved training staff in butterfly identification and 

survey techniques. The data collected during these counts helps to contribute to NABA’s 

large database on butterflies across North America, as well as the Natural Areas Survey. 

o The city has hosted virtual educational webinars during National Pollinator Week and in 

August, as well as developed content for our social media platforms in order to reach a 

more diverse audience on the topic of pollinators and to celebrate pollinator initiatives 

https://www.mississauga.ca/pollinators/


happening in Mississauga. These platforms offer a chance to profile such things as our 

Bee City Canada designation, planting pollinator gardens at home, restoration of our 

tallgrass prairie habitat, etc. 

o During National Forest Week, we plan to host webinars with partner groups such as 

Blooming Boulevards and the Ontario Invasive Plant Council. Webinar topics will include 

creating woodland gardens for pollinators and non-native invasive forest plants, common 

garden escapees. 

 

Please tell us about your community’s participation in National Pollinator Week 

celebrations and other events. 

The City participated in this years National Pollinator Week, which ran from June 21 to 25. 

Along with social media posts related to wildflowers and pollinators, two webinars were 

hosted by the City. These webinars were: 

Food Scraps Cooking Demo 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

5 p.m.  

Sketch Night 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 

6 p.m. 

A third webinar, Grow Your Own Pollinator Garden, had been rescheduled to August 11 

due to computer issues experienced by the presenter. 

 

Describe your plans for creating, improving and maintaining pollinator habitat during the 

next year. 

For the rest of 2021's planting season and into next year, we will be continuing to expand, 

enhance and protect more pollinator habitat through the City's One Million Trees Program. 

Our planting season with native trees, shrubs and wildflowers this fall is fully booked. Next 



year we plan to continue incorporating wildflower plantings within our naturalization 

plantings, and in the spring there may be a controlled burn planned at Lorne Park Prairie to 

restore the habitat. 

 

Provide information about any events, activities or initiatives that you have organized and 

would like highlighted through our social media channels. 

We have webinars coming up for National Forest Week that is open to anyone interested. 

More information and registration for these can be found on the One Million Trees 

Mississauga Eventbrite page (https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/one-million-trees-mississauga-

3260323620). 
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Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation posted Bee City Canada signage? 

Yes 

 

Please upload photos of your Bee City Canada signs. 

IMG_2741.JPG 
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Has your City/Town/Municipality/First Nation created a Bee City website or webpage? 

Yes 

 

Please provide the URL of your Bee City webpage. 

https://www.mississauga.ca/pollinators/  

 

Bee City Renewal Fees 

500,001 – 1,000,000 population - $1000 
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