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A) City or Community Information  
 

Municipality/First Nation Calgary 

Province/Territory Alberta 

Mayor, Chief or Chair of Commission 

Name & Title Naheed Nenshi, Mayor  

Name of Applicant & Title Valerie Veenstra 

Organization or Department Calgary Parks, Acting Urban Conservation Lead 

Address P.O. Box 2100, Stn M, Mail Code 54 

City/First Nation Calgary Province/Territory Alberta 

Postal Code T2P 2M5 

Email Valerie.Veenstra@calgary.ca  Phone 403-268-3770 

B) Bee City Pollinator Team  
 

Please list the members of your Bee City Pollinator Team. This group will oversee the 

Bee City program. (Expand or reduce table as required) 

Name Affiliation Email 

Ben 

Wineberger 

Roads, Planning and 

Infrastructure Senior 

Engineer 

 

Valerie 

Veenstra 

Calgary Parks, 

Acting Urban 

Conservation Lead 

 

Ethan Askey Transportation GM’s 

Office, 

Sustainability 

Strategy, 

 

mailto:Valerie.Veenstra@calgary.ca


Manager 

Harpreet 

Sandhu 

Water Resources, 

Resource Strategy 

Team Lead 

 

Jenna Cross Calgary Parks, 

Urban Conservation 

Parks Ecologist 

 

Laura Smith Calgary Parks, 

Environment and 

Education Initiatives 

Lead 

 

 

 
C) Your Experiences and Plans for the Coming Year  
 

Briefly summarize your Bee City experience during the past year. Please include  

information about challenges, feedback, and media responses. 

Due to the pandemic and the rapid spread of the COVID-19 virus, many projects were not feasi-

ble due to restrictions that prevented group activities and close contact. Additionally, a lot of re-

sources dedicated to communications, both internally and externally, were focused on COVID-

19 content. 

 

Despite COVID-19, The City progressed with a number of activities that directly and indirectly 

support pollinators within Calgary. These actions are listed below and expanded upon under 

subsequent questions in this document. The projects fall under the following: habitat crea-

tion/restoration, policy, operating guidelines and education and outreach. 

 

A variety of habitat creation/restoration projects were advanced, with additional COVID-19 

protocols in place. These projects include: 



• the Calgary Native Bee Project in conjunction with University of Calgary;  

• bee boulevard projects;  

• road median projects; and,  

• other habitat restoration actions. 

Two challenges on these habitat creation/restoration projects arose in 2020: mowing sites under 

restoration activity and ensuring maintenance takes place to achieve the desired restoration out-

comes. 

• Seven restoration sites were mowed in 2020, some multiple times. Depending on timing 

of the mowing, it may not harm the site, though on several it is interfering with native es-

tablishment.  

• Additional signage, fencing and other barriers are being implemented in 2021 to prevent 

this from repeating. Barriers may include drilled logs that will also provide additional polli-

nator habitat at these sites. 

• Maintenance at restoration sites to ensure establishment and getting sites on a trajectory 

toward a functional reference habitat is a critical component of restoration activity. Keep-

ing on top of maintenance and contractors is proving a challenge. The City is working to 

establish better direction in construction tender documents, as well as establishing better 

linkages between reference conditions, maintenance parameters of the site and when 

site conditions trigger the need for additional maintenance.  

  



The City completed work on policy updates. The City: 

• adopted through Bylaw the updated Integrated Pest Management Policy (CP2020-01), 

which guides practices on controlling invasive species and wildlife interactions within the 

city; and, 

• approved, administratively, the Biodiversity Action Plan, which details how The City will 

implement the policy document, Our BiodiverCity: Calgary’s Ten-year Biodiversity Stra-

tegic Plan (The City of Calgary Parks 2015). 

These documents were challenging to produce with a lot of stakeholder input, which is often 

conflicting.  

 

The City completed guidelines for restoration and mitigation of habitat: 

• City of Calgary Plant Lists (also within the Development Guidelines and Standard Speci-

fications for Landscape Construction); and, 

• completion of the Biodiverse Communities project, which had two deliverables: the Hab-

itat Restoration Manual and the Community Involvement Guide. 

These documents have also standardized the approach to restoration; are used as templates to 

inform all species selection; and guide adaptation responses to climate change in the various 

types of restoration work. Of note, the Biodiverse Communities project won two awards in 2020: 

the Canadian Institute of Planners 2020 Award for Planning Excellence in the category of New 

and Emerging Planning Initiatives and the Commonwealth Association of Planners Award for 

Outstanding Planning for the Climate Emergency.  

 

For public outreach and education, The City: 

• implemented social media posts for Pollinator Week;  



• hosted a video tour of the Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard project for the Mayor’s Envi-

ronment Expo; 

• developed a “Bee a Good Polli-neighbour” webpage dedicated to education about polli-

nators in Calgary; and, 

• distributed 19,910 wildflower seed packets for homeowners to plant as part of Pollinator 

Week. 

COVID-19 was the major challenge for doing outreach in 2020; however, The City found the 

above creative avenues to continue to get information out on the importance of pollinators and 

habitat restoration. 

 

Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Calgary Parks, is responsible for pest management 

on municipal lands within The City of Calgary. IPM provides this service to all asset own-

ers and land stewards within The City. In 2020: 

• The City of Calgary Council adopted a new Pest Management Policy; 

• The associated administrative plan prioritizes human health and ecosystem 

health objectives by developing protocols to ensure that pesticides are only used 

for managing legislated pests, protecting City infrastructure and assets, and mini-

mizing risk to human health and safety; and, 

• The City continues to use a weed control application on the ArcGISOnline plat-

form to track control activities, which is the basis for tracking pesticide use over 

time.  

The City publishes an annual pesticide use report, based on the weed application data. 

This public report documents pesticide use and demonstrates that use has decreased 

over the last five years.  



Outline community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If pos-

sible, include a plant list. 

The City worked on a number of habitat creation/restoration projects in 2020. A few key 

projects are outlined below. 

• The Calgary Native Bee Project, a collaboration between the University of Cal-

gary and The City, seeks to summarize pollinator diversity in the city, as well as 

research floral preferences for native pollinators. This information will help to 

guide future restoration activities, including plant lists for projects. 

• City of Calgary Plant Lists, was completed in 2020 and provides guidance to 

Parks and partners restoring native habitats and low maintenance landscapes, 

information on adaptation to climate change also highlights species for each hab-

itat type within the city that can be used to benefit pollinators. More information 

may be found on the Development Guidelines webpage. Note that the projects 

below follow these guidelines. 

• Implementation of bee boulevard projects – construction completion on Coventry 

Hills Bee Boulevard and continued maintenance on the Canyon Meadows Bee 

Boulevard.  

• Implementation of road median projects. In the community of Tuscany, Calgary 

Roads implemented work to naturalize the median, including planting species to 

support pollinators. The City of Calgary Council approved an Innovation Grant for 

naturalizing the medians of 16th Avenue in Calgary, for the first time taking a 

larger scale approach to road median naturalization, which supports pollinators.  

• Calgary Parks advanced several riparian and streambank projects that also sup-

port pollinators, where willow species are early forage for pollinators. These pro-

jects include: Bowmont East Rehabilitation, Skyline West Rehabilitation, 

https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/construction/park-development-guidelines.html


Crowchild Bank Stabilization, Bow River – Nose Creek Confluence, Carburn Park 

Rehabilitation, Beaver Dam Flats Rehabilitation and Cranston Reach Rehabilita-

tion.  

 
How did your community promote being a Bee City? 

• Wildflower Seed Giveaway and five social media posts during Pollinator Week 

highlighting what Calgarians can do to support pollinators. 

• Bee a polli-neighbour website, which provides information on pollinators in Cal-

gary, citizen science, what The City is doing to support pollinators and what Cal-

garians can do. 

• 16th Avenue Naturalization signage for the Innovation Fund grant project high-

lights pollinators, with a sign stating, “Bee patient” and that changes are coming. 

• Adopting the Bee City Canada Logo into new signage and adding a Bee City 

Canada sticker onto existing signage that supports habitat creation and restora-

tion activities. 

• Virtual Mayor’s Environment Expo focused on pollinators and the Bee City Can-

ada certification, including a video tour of the Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard 

site. 

• Boat buoys were recycled and turned into large bees and put at various Calgary 

locations where restoration work aimed at helping pollinators had occurred. This 

project was implemented as part of the Bee City Canada celebration during polli-

nator week and throughout the growing season of 2020. 

  



Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating your community, including 

residents, city employees, contractors, children, and other groups. 

• Wildflower Seed Giveaway, with seed packets provided to Calgarians highlights 

species in Calgary that can support pollinators in yards and gardens. 

• Bee a polli-neighbour website – provides resources for Calgarians to support pol-

linator habitat at home, as well as highlight The City’s efforts to support pollina-

tors. 

• Virtual Mayor’s Environment Expo focused on pollinators and the Bee City Can-

ada certification provided information on pollinators and The City’s efforts. 

• Biodiverse Communities Project’s Community Involvement Guide guides how 

The City can reach out to communities to build support for habitat restoration pro-

jects. 

• The City requires Calgary Parks employees to take EnviroSystem training. This 

training examines all items that contribute to the annual ISO14001 Environmental 

audit. 

• Weed identification training is required for contractors and staff working to control 

weeds on all City-owned land. 

• A pollinator display was created at Ralph Klein Park to educate the public, stu-

dents and staff on the importance of pollinator conservation. 

 

Describe your plans for creating, improving and maintaining pollinator habitat 

during the next year. 

• Finalize design and construct the 16th Avenue Naturalization Project. 

• Continue and complete construction on the Skyline West and Bowmont East Re-

habilitation projects. 



• Plant native salt tolerant shrubs (e.g., prickly rose [Rosa acicularis]), thorny buffa-

loberry ([Shepherdia argentea]) at the Bee Boulevard at the junction of Canyon 

Meadows Drive and Bow Bottom Trail SE. 

• Plant native shrubs that provide pollinator habitat and early season forage in 

roadside boulevards in Lake Bonavista and Parkview neighbourhoods as an ex-

tension of the Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard.  

• Initiate five wetland restoration projects, using City collected wetland compensa-

tion monies. Wetland edges in a cultivated environment have shown to be very 

important to native pollinators (Vickruck et al. 2019). 

 

D) Media for Events, Activities & Initiatives 

Provide information about any events, activities or initiatives that you have orga-

nized and would like highlighted through our social media channels. (Attach pho-

tos, videos, posters, documents or other media showcasing these events, activities 

or initiatives.) 

Mayor’s Environment Expo 2020 (online) 
Video located here: Calgary Bee Friendly (Grades K-6) - YouTube 

Bee a polli-neighbour 
Website located here: https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/planning-and-operations/bee-a-polli-
neighbour.html  

Restoration Best Practices Documents 
Website located here: https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/construction/park-development-guide-
lines.html  

• Includes: City of Calgary Plant Lists, City of Calgary Seed Mixes, Habitat Restoration 
Project Framework, Soil Handling Recommendations and Targeted Grazing Guidelines 

• Other beneficial documents related to development are located here also 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ma8EFgXwmEI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/planning-and-operations/bee-a-polli-neighbour.html
https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/planning-and-operations/bee-a-polli-neighbour.html
https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/construction/park-development-guidelines.html
https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/construction/park-development-guidelines.html


Social media messaging and information sharing will occur during pollinator week and bee day, 
similar to 2020 

In person events, programs and talks will occur during pollinator week and bee day, restrictions 
permitting 

Similar to 2020, additional wildflower seed packets will be distributed to the public 

Interpretive signage for Prairie Winds Park and Ralph Klein Park highlighting pollinators will be 
completed in 2021 

Stickers are being made up to be distributed to the public for pollinator week, bee day and 
throughout the year 

 

 
 

Bee Buoys 

 

Bee Buoys are repurposed boat buoys, painted as bees. Calgary Parks employed these bee 

buoys at three restoration sites in the city to highlight how these projects aim to restore habitat 

for pollinators and biodiversity. Bee Buoys are going to be used again to promote pollinators in 

2021. 

 



 

2020 Project Locations: 

  
Canyon Meadows Bee Corridor (purple) 

  
Memorial Drive (blue area) 

  
Bridgeland Hillside (purple) 



 

 

 

Bee Buoys 

 
 



Photographs (various projects) 
 

 

Photo 1 Bee Buoy at the main flower bed along the Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard during pollinator week. 



 

Photo 2 Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard median (June 29, 2020). 



 

Photo 3 Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard median highlighting floral diversity (June 29, 2020). 

 



 

Photo 4 Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard main flower bed, highlighting showy milkweed (Asclepias speci-

osa) (June 29, 2020). 



 

Photo 5 Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard median highlighting pollinator activity (June 29, 2020). 



 

Photo 5 Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard median highlighting pollinator activity (June 29, 2020). 

E) Annual Renewal Fee 

Less than 5000 population FREE 

5000 – 10,000 population $150 

10,001 – 25,000 population $200 

25,001 – 50,000 population $300 

50,0001 – 100,000 population $400 

100,001 – 250,000 population $500 



250,001 – 500,000 population $750 

500,001 – 1,000,000 population $1000 

+ 1,000,000 – population $1500 

 

Fees can be paid through: Our website www.beecitycanada.org/donate, or by cheque. 

Mail cheque to  

Bee City Canada c/o Pollinator Partnership Canada  

PO Box 73619 Wychwood PO Toronto,  

Ontario M6C 4A7  

F) Comments and Suggestions 

We welcome your comments and suggestions to help us improve Bee City. 

• Some of the pages on the Bee City Canada website are not working cor-

rectly. 

• Also, I had to ask for a Word Document so I can ensure that the appropriate 

stakeholders can review and edit the application as it was online based only. 

It would be beneficial to have the document available online as a Word Docu-

ment. 

G) Signatures 

_______________________          Valerie Veenstra 
Signature      Print Name 
 

Acting Urban Conservation Lead         May 7, 2021 
Title       Date 
 

 

https://www.beecitycanada.org/donate

