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A) Campus Information: 

College/University Southern Alberta Institutue of Technology 

Address 1301 16 Avenue NW 

City Calgary Province/Territory Alberta 

Postal Code  T2M 0L4    Phone 1 (877) 284-7248 

B) Applicant Information:  

Name Katie Williams    Position President of the SAIT Beekeeping Club 

Email kathleen.e.williams@edu.sait.ca Phone (250) 886-5352 

 

C) Fees 

There are no fees for the initial application, but fees will apply upon yearly renewal. 

3000 or Less Students FREE 

3001 – 5,000 $200 

  5001 – 10,000 $300 

10,001 – 20,000 $400 

+20,000 Students $500 

 

 

D) Becoming a Bee City Campus     

Briefly summarize why your College/University should become a Bee City Campus (add/remove 

lines as needed). 

SAIT is surrounded by several pockets of trees and shrubs including Senator Patrick Burns For-

mal Garden, Riley Park, Rosedale Park, Hillhurst Sunnyside Park, and Hounsfield Heights Park. 
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Based on its three rooftop beehives, potential for intra-campus technical collaboration (from car-

pentry to culinary), and initiatives to support native pollinators such as the Indigenous Plant 

Species Biome, SAIT can do its part to successfully create habitat for, educate on, and cele-

brate pollinators. 

Due to the current COVID-19 campus closure, some initiatives may not be possible this sum-

mer, so some timelines may need to be extended until grounds are accessible. 

 

E) Commitments and Actions  

In order to enhance the understanding of the students and staff about the vital role that pollinators 

play in a healthy ecosystem, the applicant agrees to meet the following commitments required of 

all Bee City Campuses: 

 

1. Adopt the Bee City Canada Resolution (see section G). 

2. Create a Bee City Pollinator Team. The team will be responsible for overseeing the 

Bee City program.  We recommend a committee of at least two faculty members, 2-5 

students, campus staff, including employees from the campus grounds department.  

 

Expand table to add rows as needed. 

 

Name Role Email address 

Erin Choquette Manager erin.choquette@ sait.ca 

Katie Williams President kathleen.e.wil-

liams@edu.sait.ca 

Annalise Woertman Vice-President annalise.woert-

man@edu.sait.ca 

Ashley Baes Treasurer ashley.baes@edu.sait.ca 

Aron Weber Hive Manager aron.weber@sait.ca 

Andrew Hewson Hive Manaer andrew.hewson@sait.ca 

Simon Dunn Hive Manager simon.dunn@sait.ca 

Audrey Sun Founder audrey.sun@edu.sait.ca 

Mikaila Nederveen Founder nederveen_mik@outlook.com 

 

3. Develop a Pollinator Habitat Action Plan: Outline your initiatives which aim to im-

prove, maintain or create new habitat for pollinators. Examples could include planting 

a native plant pollinator garden on or off your campus, increase the biodiversity of 

the native plants, reduce or eliminate pesticide use, reduce frequency of mowing in 

certain areas, etc.  Describe your plans and include a plant list, if possible. 
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At SAIT, we plan to improve, maintain, and create pollinator habitat in the following 

ways: 

 Reducing or eliminating pesticide use on campus which occurs twice annually in 

early spring and again in July or August. 

 Create mobile pollinator habitat pockets using existing recycling bins as planter 

boxes, vertical palette planters and raised planters from Costco to increase polli-

nator habitat on campus.  

 Create semi-permanent or permanent pollinator habitat locations including a pol-

linator garden by John Ware next to the outdoor oven, planter boxes on the west 

side of the John Ware building, and planter box on the north-east side of Begin 

Tower Residence. 

 The seed-mix used on campus will be drawn from the donated wildflower seed-

mix also used in the Indigenous Plant Species Biome. These include Rocky 

Mountain beeplant (Clemoe serrulate), Blue flax (Linum lewissi), Black-eyed Su-

sans (Rudbeckia hirta), wild rose (Rosa acicularis), sweetgrass (Hierochloe odo-

rata) and many more. 

 Irrigation possibilities and hose bib locations will need to be investigated to main-

tain these new micro-habitats and wildflower gardens. 

 We plan on creating a comprehensive vegetation map of the area surrounding 

campus within a 3km radius. The survey methods will include: 

o iNaturalist Application and walking surveys in collaboration with the SAIT 

Hiking Club 

o placing pollen traps on the beehive for one day in June, July and August 

to identify seasonal nectar flows of plants being used by the honeybees. 

o drone footage to create a “bees-eye-view” of campus and the surrounding 

area if we receive the Innovative Student Project fund (deadline May 30th, 

2020). 

 SAIT Beekeeping Club members and SAIT students will have the opportunity to 

volunteer with Enda Morley (Academic Chair) to weed, plant, and maintain the 

SAIT Indigenous Plant Species Biome garden, supported by ALUS Canada. 

 Some plant species used to create pollinator habitat at SAIT may be brought in 

August from a volunteer excursion to Canyon Meadows Bee Boulevard. Excess 

blue flax will likely be transferred as well as ideas to create pollinator habitat such 

as tree stumps with drilled holes, bare ground, and bumblebee boxes. 
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 The club plans to do a bumblebee box building workshop with Megan Evans in 

September 2020 and/or Spring 2021. These will be installed with appropriate ed-

ucational signage in the spring of 2021. 

 “Bee condo” installations in approved locations with signage around SAIT will be 

built and installed by SAIT Beekeeping Club members. 

 During Clubs Expo in September and January, students will receive wildflower 

seed donations and information about pollinators habitat creation to use in their 

own backyards. 

 

4. Promote Education about Pollinators: Outline your initiatives aimed at educating 

students, faculty, staff and visitors.  This may also include pollinator signage around 

campus. 

 

At SAIT, we will promote education about Pollinators in the following ways: 

 Students will have the opportunity to inspect honeybee hives on the rooftop after 

attending Beekeeping 101 (and after COVID-19 precautions have been lifted). 

 Signage by the ALUS Indigenous Plant Species Biome will be erected alongside 

Bee City signage. 

 Students and faculty can attend an excursion in August to the Canyon Meadows 

Drive bee boulevard to learn more about native pollinators and pollinator plants. 

The outing will include weeding, harvesting seed, and potentially taking trans-

plants to add to the campus wildflower habitats. It will be led by Parks Ecologist 

Jenna Cross with the City of Calgary.  

 SAIT in collaboration with UCVM Honey Bee Health Club will put on a two day 

course on beekeeping basics. Five instructors from the Calgary and District Bee-

keepers Association will deliver the basics on inspections, ordering bees, bee bi-

ology, harvesting honey, and much more. Student who wish to carry out hive in-

spections are required to take the course. 
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 SAIT Beekeeping Club members and faculty are able to attend Calgary and Dis-

trict Beekeepers Association meetings under the umbrella membership that the 

club has maintained.  

 Create a monthly video series for students about the annual activities on the roof-

top and on the ground. 

 SAIT Beekeeping Club is collaborating with Enactus and their 3D Printing team in 

SAIT’s MakerSpace laboratory to print foundation that will be used in the hives 

on campus. 

 SAIT Beekeeping Club is collaborating with Martin Eisbrenner, to build three bee-

hives under the sponsorship of Fairmont Hotels and Resorts (more in celebra-

tion). 

 Lincoln Best, who kindly gave a presentation to SAIT Beekeeping Club members 

sharing his work and research identifying native pollinators, will return to SAIT in 

the fall to do another presentation. 

 Mindi Summers has offered to share her research with SAIT Beekeeping Club 

members in the fall during a Lunch and Learn talk. 

5. Celebrate Pollinators: Tell us how your campus will celebrate National Pollinator Week 

and/or participate in other pollinator-themed events.  

 

SAIT will celebrate Pollinators in the following ways: 

 SAIT has actively participated and will apply for more markets this year to fundraise, cel-

ebrate, and raise awareness about the wonder of pollinators. We sell SAIT Rooftop 

Honey, Bee Balms, and upcycled silk-screened bumblebee t-shirts at markets, pop-up 

booths and soon through an online store (due to the current limited ability to connect in 

person). This is a great source of fundraising for our club, and an opportunity for club 

members to get together during the schoolyear and craft when the bees are not active. 

All products are bottled, produced, packaged, and labelled by club members in as envi-

ronmentally responsible ways as possible. 
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 Guayakí sponsors the SAIT Beekeeping Club, providing members with organic tea at 

events and markets. They celebrate what the club is doing and support many eco-con-

scious campus initiatives with their sustainably focused brand.  

 Each month, the SAIT Beekeeping Club aims to release a newsletter, celebrating polli-

nators and notifying club members on ways to be involved in events and workshops hap-

pening throughout the year. 

 Collaboration with Alberta University of the Arts to celebrate pollinators through artistic 

means and habitat creation or signage offers many potential workshops and events. Per-

haps they could also become a Bee City Campus! 

 In the summer, the SAIT Beekeeping Club plans to celebrate the end of a busy summer 

with a tour of Fallentimber Meadery. Learning about their beehives and products is a 

great way to see a full-scale apiary and understand how beekeeping works in a non-ur-

ban environment. 

 Clubs Expo in September and January is a great way to promote pollinators and involve 

students in pollinator-related activities on campus from beeswax wrap-making events to 

pollinator talks, pollinator gardening events, and hive inspections. 

 Honey extraction in September is a fun event where students can get involved in extract-

ing and bottling the rooftop honey. We invite Baking and Pastry Arts, Professional Cook-

ing, and Hospitality Management students, as well as all club members and club faculty 

to get sticky and take a jar of honey home to enjoy. 

 Fairmont Hotels and Resorts has offered to sponsor the installation of three additional 

rooftop beehives at SAIT, since they are unable to keep the non-native species at their 

Banff Springs and Chateau Lake Louise locations. Although this summer it is not possi-

ble to add the hive to the rooftop apiary due to added security precautions, we are ready 

to expand the apiary in 2021. The novelty and social awareness that the hives bring to 

the hotel and additional access to hives for club members to learn about beekeeping and 

financial support is a win-win. We look forward to working with Fairmont to promote and 

celebrate sustainable beekeeping. 

F) Other Requirements 

1. Publicly acknowledge receiving your Bee City Campus designation through your web-

site, social media and by displaying Bee City Canada signage in a prominent location.  

2. Annually apply to renew your Bee City Campus designation. A renewal application 

will be sent to you. 

mailto:shelly@beecitycanada.org


If you have any questions, please contact Shelly Candel - shelly@beecitycanada.org or 647-402-0133. 

 

G) Resolution and Signature 

  
WHEREAS the goal of Bee City Canada is to promote healthy, biodiverse habitats for pollina-

tors in communities across Canada. 

 

THAT bees and other pollinators around the globe have experienced dramatic declines due to 

land fragmentation, habitat loss, use of pesticides, industrialized agriculture, climate change and 

the spread of pests and diseases, with serious implications for the future health of flora and 

fauna for the planet; and 

 

THAT colleges and universities have the opportunity to take actions to support pollinators by 

creating healthy habitats within their grounds and the broader community; and 

 

THAT supporting pollinators fosters environmental awareness, increases interactions and en-

gagement among campus community members and reminds us of our responsibility to take 

care of mother earth for future generation; and 

 

THAT staff be authorized to submit the Bee City Canada Application to designate (college/uni-

versity) as a Bee City School/Campus; and 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

THAT (name of campus) accepts the designation and commits to the standards of the Bee City 

Canada Program. 

 
Approved and adopted this 

_____day of ___________________, 20_____. 

 
Signature of President/Official:  

Please print President/Official’s Name: Dr. David Ross, President and CEO 

 
Submitted by: Kathleen Williams   Date:______________________________ 
 
            

H) Requested Attachments 

With your completed application, please provide:  

1. Your campus logo (png format) with any usage guidelines. 
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2. A short 50-100 word write-up of why it’s important to become a Bee City Campus. 

Include photos if possible. This will help us share the exciting news through our social 

media outlets. 

SAIT has keenly supported healthy bees since a culinary instructor, Chef Andrew Hewson 

drafted garden plans in 2009. By June 2014, rooftop beehives were welcomed to campus 

and have been going strong ever since! Pollinator habitat continued to grow in 2016, when 

a team led by Academic Chair Enda Morley planted an Indigenous Plant Species Biome 

on SAIT’s centennial year. The student-run SAIT Beekeeping Club is dedicated to sup-

porting both native and non-native pollinators on campus by mapping out and increasing 

healthy habitat, reducing the use of pesticides, and hosting numerous educational work-

shops, events, and fundraisers. 

 

Send your completed application to: applications@beecitycanada.org. 
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