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A) School Information: 

School/College/University/Educational Institution: Wilfrid Laurier University 

Address: 75 University Ave W, Waterloo, ON N2L 3C5 

City/First Nation: Waterloo Province/Territory: Ontario 

 

B) Applicant Information:  

Name: Julia Bedford, Enactus    Position: Enactus Representative 

Email: julia.bedford@enactuslaurier.ca   

C) Becoming a Bee School/Campus     
Briefly summarize why your school/campus/educational institution should become a Bee City 
School/Campus (add/remove lines as needed). 
 
 
We submit our application to become a Bee Campus because we are dedicated and passionate about polli-
nator conservation and sustainability. At Wilfrid Laurier University (Laurier), we are currently the most 
sustainable campus in Ontario, and we are striving to become number one in Canada. As a campus, we 
have demonstrated our commitment to sustainability and pollinators in a number of ways. First, we have 
several gardens on campus that were designed specifically for pollinators, including our most recent 225 
square foot pollinator garden funded by WWF and Telus! We have also constructed a Pollinator Spiral 
(Figure 1) which provides approximately 36 linear feet of dedicated habitat for ground nesting bees and 
other beneficial insects, generously funded by the Community Environmental Fund of the Region of Wa-
terloo. This spiral is located on a one acre plot at our Northdale campus where there are many pollinator-
friendly initiatives that have been developing for years, including the Patchwork community gardens, our 
growing food forest, the WLU market garden and training plots, and our native bee research in collabora-
tion with the University of Guelph. Laurier is also working to become a more green and sustainable cam-
pus overall. To achieve this goal, the Laurier Sustainability Office has created a five-year sustainability 
action plan where one of our goals is to partner with both internal and external programs that are dedi-
cated to helping the environment. Included in this plan is our commitment to ongoing support for pollina-
tors on campus. In addition to institutional support, our student body is also actively interested in restor-
ing bee populations. PolliNation is a social enterprise started and led by students through Enactus Laurier. 
PolliNation is taking the lead on the Bee Campus committee to help further steward pollinator-friendly 
activities and initiatives over the coming years. Currently, after consulting with native bee experts, Polli-
Nation has created an updated version of our bee hotels to help educate and build awareness throughout 
the community (Figure 2). Laurier has also held lectures and workshops about bees to increase awareness 
around campus and with community members. Our Bee Campus committee, led by PolliNation, plans to 
continue to hold events and continue this important work. 
 
D) Commitments and Actions  
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In order to enhance the understanding of the students and staff about the vital role that pollinators 

play and what each of us can do to sustain them, the applicant agrees to meet the following 

commitments required of all Bee City Schools/Campuses: 

 

1. Adopt this Bee City Canada Resolution. 
2. Create a Bee City Working Group, the team which will be responsible for the Bee 

City program at your school/campus. We recommend a committee of at least two 
teachers/instructors and two students as well as parent(s) and caretaking/facilities 
staff, when possible. Expand table to add more rows, as needed. 
 

Name Role Email address 
Katarina Milicic  Outreach and Pro-

grams Coordinator, 
Sustainability Office 

Available on request 

James Emary Area Manager –
Grounds Services 

 

Dr. Robert 
McLeman 

Professor, Depart-
ment of Geography 
and Environmental 
Studies 
Faculty consultant  

 

Julia Bedford Undergraduate Stu-
dent/ Enactus PolliNa-
tion  

 

Jennifer Marsh-
man 

PhD candidate 
Contract Academic 
Staff 

 

Mhairi Chandler Undergraduate Stu-
dent 
Environmental Stud-
ies 

 

Alisa McClurg KW Urban Harvester  
 Keenan 
Reimer-Watts 

  
Community member 

 

 

Develop a Pollinator Habitat Action Plan: Outline any initiatives which aim to im-
prove, maintain or create new habitat for pollinators. Examples could include plant-
ing a locally native pollinator garden at your school or in the local community. De-
scribe your plans for habitat and include a plant list, if possible. 
 
 



If you have any questions, please contact Shelly Candel - shelly@beecitycanada.org or 647-402-0133 

At Laurier, we have an optimistic and growing pollinator action plan. One of our previous initiatives 
included honeybees; however, they unfortunately did not survive their second winter with us, and we 
have now transitioned to focus on supporting our native bee species. A few initiatives, such as our bee 
spiral, pollinator gardens, bee hotels and our various events as mentioned above are some of our pre-
vious/current initiatives related to pollinators. We are also working on creating a native plant campus 
policy in collaboration with Grounds and the Sustainability Office. We will work closely with some 
of the resources provided by our local Bee Cities, and are currently using a plant list created by Bee 
City Kitchener which includes shooting star, golden alexander, prairie smoke, Canada columbine, 
wild strawberry, bluebell, mountain mint, swamp milkweed, black-eyed susan, smooth aster, New 
England aster and others. The Patchwork Community Garden has also recently installed some polli-
nator strips generously funded by the Community Environmental Fund of the Region of Waterloo. 
The Pollinator Spiral at Northdale, was generously funded by the Region of Waterloo and was a part 
of our Building for Bees workshop series. The first part of the workshop was an in-class workshop 
about lasagna-style gardening, and part two was the actual installation of the garden as mentioned 
previously. PolliNation is an on-campus group that is building bee hotels and providing education for 
our community. Along with the Bee Hotels, PolliNation is working to create seed bombs which are 
clay balls mixed with bee friendly seeds that can be planted in the ground near the bee hotels. Polli-
Nation will also be installing 10 bee hotels around campus in consultation with Grounds Services.  

 
 

3. Promote Education about Pollinators: Outline any initiatives aimed at educating 

students, staff, volunteers, parents and/or the local community about pollinators. 

At Laurier we have had many different initiatives aimed at educating the local community. In summer 
2019 we held an Enviro Series with a focus on pollinators. This series included a Buzz About Bumble 
Bees workshop and a Permaculture and Lasagna Gardening for Pollinators workshop (this was part of 
a Sustainability Certificate offered to staff and faculty through the Sustainability Office). Part one was 
a lecture, and part two included a garden installation. We also had a Building for Bees: Pollinator Spi-
ral installation as mentioned previously. This is the first designated Pollinator Spiral in the Region 
and will be used as a focal point for pollinator education and as an engagement tool to show people 
one of the ways we can support and attract native pollinators and other beneficial insects to our yards, 
gardens, and green spaces.   

Our student enterprise, PolliNation, also works to educate the wider community on pollinator issues. 
PolliNation’s business model is to use the profit that is made from selling bee hotels and then in-
vesting it into donating bee hotel kits to elementary schools and going into classrooms to 
teach them about pollinators and their importance. For every kit sold they will donate one bee 
hotel to an elementary school. PolliNation is currently working on creating an established 
curriculum that follows the guidelines of Ontario’s curriculum for teachers to include in their 
lessons. So far they have impacted over 100 students this past year and plan to continue going into 
more this coming year.  

Also, on social media PolliNation creates weekly posts called the “Weekly Buzz,” which fea-
ture different facts and information about pollinators. In all hotels sold, they also include an 
informational brochure including information about bees, the threat that they face, bee hotel 
maintenance and a native plant list.  
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4. Celebrate Pollinators: Tell us about how your school/campus will celebrate International 

Pollinator Week and/or participate in other pollinator-themed events.  

During International Pollinator Week, PolliNation will promote pollinator week on social 
media everyday by having different events planned (e.g. tour of pollinator garden/bee spiral, 
lectures). There will also be various lectures throughout the year with different themes and 
content. PolliNation will also continue to sell bee hotel kits at St. Jacobs Market, Georgina 
Market and at Laurier, where they will not only sell but raise awareness and promote saving 
the bees throughout the year. We will also have weeding groups where each season we will 
use a group of volunteers to weed and clean up the gardens and teach them how to properly 
maintain a garden for pollinators. As this is a newly forming committee, it is a work in pro-
gress and we will work to create and build this community on our campus.  

 

E) Other Requirements 
1. Publicly acknowledge receiving your Bee City designation through your website, social 

media and by displaying Bee City Canada signage in a prominent location.  

2. Annually apply to renew your Bee City designation. A renewal application will be sent 

to you. 

 
F) Resolution and Signature 
  
WHEREAS the goal of Bee City Canada is to promote healthy, sustainable habitats and com-
munities for pollinators; 
 
THAT bees and other pollinators around the globe have experienced dramatic declines due to 
land fragmentation, habitat loss, use of pesticides, industrialized agriculture, climate change and 
the spread of pests and diseases, with serious implications for the future health of flora and 
fauna; and 
 
THAT schools, colleges, universities and learning institutions have the opportunity to take ac-
tions to support pollinators by creating healthy habitats within their grounds and the broader 
community; and 
 
THAT supporting pollinators fosters environmental awareness and sustainability, and increases 
interactions and engagement among school/campus community stewards; and 
 
THAT staff be authorized to submit the Bee City Canada Application to designate (school/col-
lege/university/learning institution) as a Bee City School/Campus; and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
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Figure 1. Pollinator Spiral with pollinator garden behind it.  

 
Figure 2. PolliNation Bee Hotel 


