Bee City Canada Renewal
Congratulations on your continued commitment to supporting pollinator health!
Your efforts and dedication are having a positive impact in your community
and across Canada.
As part of the Bee City Canada renewal process, we ask that you share with us
some information about your experiences to date and your plans

for the upcoming year.

Application Form
Town of Whitby
(Name of Municipality/First Nation)

Ontario
(Province/Territory)

Please send renewal application to applications@beecitycanada.org

Liaison Contact Information:
Name: Aimee Pugao
Title: Parks Planner
Organization or Department: Community and Marketing Services Department
Municipality: Town of Whitby
Phone: 905-430-4300 x7419
Email: pugaoa@whitby.ca

1. Briefly summarize your Bee City experience. Please include information about community
feedback, challenges and media responses.

The Bee City Summit lectures and Buzz learning sessions have been very informative,
especially from the scientific and academic point of view. They provide detailed
information and guidance that would be difficult to research through our own
mechanisms.
Providing suggested activities at the end of the application form as well as being able to
review applications and renewal applications from other municipalities, provides a basis
for knowledge sharing and implementation for our municipality.
The Town organized a pollinator planting in May 2018, the funding of the planting
project was provided by TD Friends of the Environment. The TD staff, the public, and
other organizations participated in the planting project. It was very well received by the
general public and media. The challenges for these type projects are the utilization of
staff resources (planning and organization) and obtaining funding. The funding would
generally come from external resources such as grants or sponsorship.
____________________________________________________________________________

2. Please tell us about your experiences with the Pollinator Working Group.

It has been a great experience to have a group that collaboratively works cohesively to
promote the importance of pollinators with the Town. It has also been beneficial to be
able to execute projects, to leverage the resources of other internal Town departments
and committees when a single department wouldn’t be able to as successfully conduct
on their own.

We have expanded our team to include other organizations such as the Central Lake
Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) who has several pollinator related projects
within the Town of Whitby and the Durham Region area.
____________________________________________________________________________
3. Please tell us about your community’s efforts to reduce the use of pesticides.

The Town of Whitby and the Central Lake Ontario Conversation Authority (CLOCA)
does not use pesticides on Town or Conservation Authority owned or leased land for
cosmetic purposes as designated by the Pesticides Act of Ontario.
____________________________________________________________________________
4. Please tell us about community initiatives focusing on habitat creation and restoration. If
possible, include a plant list.
•

Residents and volunteers of all ages joined the Town of Whitby in planting native
plants to diversify the existing pollinator habitat along Whitby’s waterfront at
Gordon Richards Park. The project was made possible through a grant from the
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation. Refer to Attachment 1-A, for Gordon
Richards Park Plant List and 1-G for site photos.

•

The Town continued to make an effort to plant pollinator and butterfly friendly
plantings within new parks, existing parks, and around Town operated facilities
where the environment lends itself to pollinator plantings.

•

There are numerous seasonal flowering hanging baskets and planters
throughout the downtowns, there are many planters many at which beautify the
area but also create pollinator habitat.

•

The Town has planted approximately over 1000 trees within parks and
boulevards throughout the Town which has increased pollinator habitat.

•

Ongoing maintenance of parks and trails including the installation of native plant
seed mix within these areas.

•

In the summer of 2018, the Town introduced the Fleet to Trees program. The
way the program works is when for every new vehicle purchase, the Town
requires the successful supplier/manufacturer to supply a set amount of trees.
The number of trees is dependent on the total cost of the project. The new Fleet
to Trees program builds on the Town’s commitment to operating in a sustainable
manner. The trees contribute to the diversification of pollinator nutrients. Refer to
Attachment 1-C.

•

On November 2, 2018 within Intrepid Park more than 300 trees were planted as
part of the Highway of Heroes Living Tribute to honour the Canadians who have
served our country. This planting will contribute to diversification of pollinator
nutrients as the location the planting is in a gassed and meadow area. For plant
list refer Attachment 1-B.
https://www.whitby.ca/en/news/index.aspx?feedId=D1355FB3-C8F0-419B-A81DAB1CEF457BD0&newsId=c8b21cd0-5845-4655-ae21-ac5ecb7bc078

____________________________________________________________________________

5. Please tell us about your efforts aimed at educating the community, including
residents, city employees, contractors, children and other groups.
Residents/General Public:
• During Pollinator Week the Town hosted a pollinator workshop in collaboration
with the Sustainability Committee and Durham Master Gardeners.
•

The Sustainability Committee distributed pollinator educational materials and had
signage displayed at Earth Week events and other Town run events.

•

The Town also participated in a Whitby Public Library event called the How-to-in10 Festival. This festival took place at the Whitby Central Library on Saturday,
May 12, 2018. It is a hands-on approach to learning new life skills in 10 minutes
or less. Town staff in partnership with the Sustainability Committee members had
a display and taught the general public about how to help pollinators by planting
specific plants, creating solitary bee houses, and providing pollinators with
drinking water.

•

Created a Pollinator pamphlet that was distributed to the public regarding how to
create pollinator habitat, including bee condo, bee bath, and pollinator facts.
www.whitby.ca/en/residents/eco-friendly-initiatives.asp

•

Public education and promotion of native plantings on private land through the
outreach efforts from the Social media outlets such as Facebook, twitter, and
through the Whitby Sustainability Committee at Town events.

Town Employees:
• The Town educated community members on the importance of pollinators
through articles in The Whitby Perspective and Town’s website.
www/whitby.ca/en/residents/eco-friendly-initiatives.asp
•

Articles about pollinators were posted in the Town’s Sustainability Newsletter
which is a corporate wide publication distributed via email. The articles included,
being a Bee City and encourage mowing lawns less frequently to allow

dandelions and clover to bloom, which are easily accessible nutrients for bees.
Refer to Attachment 1-D.
Children/Students/Schools:
• At the Brooklin Spring Fair on Educational Day, Town Staff set up an educational
Bee Booth and held a Pollinator discussion and education session geared
towards children. Refer to Attachment 1-F.
•

CLOCA has created a “how to create pollinator garden for your school guide.”
This is a step by-step instruction manual of when to plant, species
recommendations and where plants can be purchased.

•

CLOCA educates approximately 2500 to 3000 kindergarten to Grade Four
annually at Lynde Shores and Heber Down Conservation Areas. The education
sessions are on topics such as pollinators and invasive species.

Everyone:
• The Town planted a Pollinator Garden at Town Hall, and installed interpretive
signage that educates the staff, the public, and everyone on pollination,
pollinators and pollinator plants.
•

On July 10 and August 2, 2018, CLOCA hosted a phragmites removal located at
Heber Down Conservation Area, 500 Lyndebrook Road, Whitby. The event was
open to the general public.

____________________________________________________________________________
6. Please tell us about your community’s participation in International Pollinator Week
celebrations and other events. Include photos, web links, stories, media pieces and posters
which can be shared through our website and social media networks.

During Pollinator Week Monday, June 18 - Sunday, June 24, 2018:
•

The Town had a pollinator artwork and education materials displayed in the lobby
of Town Hall. Refer to Attachment 1-E.

•

A Pollinator Workshop was held at the Whitby Central Library for participants to
learn more pollinators such as the importance of pollinators, native plants and
pollinator friendly habitats within our gardens, as well as hands on activities
including building a mason bee house and planting native seeds in peat pots.
The event was presented by Durham Master Gardeners in partnership with the
Whitby Sustainability Advisory Committee and funded by the Town.

•

The week was promoted on the Town’s webpage
www.whitby.ca/en/residents/eco-friendly-initiatives.asp and through social media
outlets such as Twitter.

•

The Town’s webpage displayed ways in which residents could get more involved,
such as creating a how to create a more Pollinator-friendly Yard, How to make a
bee bath and bee nest, as well as fun facts about pollinators, and links to other
resources. www.whitby.ca/en/residents/eco-friendly-initiatives.asp

____________________________________________________________________________
7. Tell us how your Municipality promoted being a Bee City.

•

We had an article in the Durham Region News, The Whitby Perspective, the Town’s
website, and social media outlets such as Facebook and twitter.

•

Publicly acknowledge through a Public Declaration at Town Hall regarding Bee City
Canada designation.

•

Conducted a presentation to other Durham Region municipalities, indicating that
Whitby is part of Bee City Canada and how your municipalities can also be part of
Bee City Canada.

____________________________________________________________________________
8. What are your plans for the coming year? Please attach any documents outlining plans for
habitat restoration or new habitat creation, pesticide reduction, demonstration gardens,
community education initiatives and celebrations.
•

The Town will continue to plant pollinator plantings within new parks, existing
parks, and around Town operated facilities where the environment lends to the
successful plantings. The in 2016 the Town had 18,349.63 square metres of
maintained gardens (annual gardens, perennial plantings, and shrub beds) in
2018 the Town had 18,569.35 square metres.

•

The Town will continue to incorporate numerous flowering baskets and planters
throughout the downtowns and major facilities. The flowering baskets and
planters diversify help plant species available to help pollinators.

•

The Town will continue to plant flowering trees within parks and Town
boulevards. There is section of Bradley Park (100 square metres) will be
naturalized in 2019. Trees have already been planted by Town Staff and one of
the Town Gardeners is creating a plan to spread freshly chipped tree mulch to
smother the existing grass and plant shrubs and perennial plants to fill in the
gaps between the trees. Native species will be the main focus for the planting.

•

There is ongoing maintenance of parks and trails including the addition of native
seed mix within these areas.

•

Continuation of the Fleet to Trees program for 2019.

•

Continued support and promotion by the Whitby Sustainability Committee for
Pollinator Week and throughout the year through social media outlets,
workshops, and public displays.

•

The Town of Whitby’s Operations department has been asked by Council to look
at ways of reducing mown areas within Parks. Operations is currently identifying
large areas of passive park land that can be naturalized. Minimum 1 acre plots of
land that will transition from being mown turf, to be planted with trees and shrubs
and allowed to naturally succeed in to future woodlots.

____________________________________________________________________________
9. How can Bee City Canada help to facilitate your vision of a community which supports
pollinators?

Bee City Canada can provide more direct resources, information and education
regarding native bees on the Bee City Canada webpage. The intent of the information
would direct Bee Cities and potential Bee Cities on how to organize their efforts towards
activities that beneficial to native bee species instead of activities that may appear to be
helpful but may actually be harmful.
____________________________________________________________________________
10. We welcome your comments and suggestions to help us improve Bee City Canada, our
web site and other communications.

•

Provide information about which types of bees require help, since through this
process we learned that European honey bees or managed bees, which are
actually increasing in population, may compete and negatively impact native bee
species, which are the ones in significant decline.
http://content.yardmap.org/learn/honey-bees-compete-native-bees/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0189268

•

Provide other helpful links which are targeted and appropriately direct initiatives
on the website including funding opportunities. Outline what other municipalities
are doing to increase and protect native vegetation.

____________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by: Town of Whitby

Date: December 21, 2018

Please send renewal application to applications@beecitycanada.org

Attachment #1-A

Gordon Richards Park
Plant List
Common Name
pearly everlasting
big bluestem
swamp milkweed
butterfly milkweed
turtlehead
Boneset
prairie smoke
woodland sunflower
False Sunflower
blazing stars
Beebalm
Wild Bergamot
white beard tongue
Greed headed coneflower
little bluestem
Heart-leafed Aster
Smooth Aster
Panicled Aster
New England Aster
Sky-blue Aster
Hairy Aster
Tall Meadow-rue
Blue Vervain
hoary vervain
Ironweed
Culvers Root
Tall Wormwood
Harebell
Fringed Sedge
Black Fruited Sedge
Showy Tick-trefoil
Fireweed
Spotted Joe-Pye Weed
Sneezeweed
Cylindric Blazing Star
Cardinal Flower
Great Blue Lobelia
Wild Lupine
Slender Mountain Mint
Virginia Mountain Mint

Scientific Name
Anaphalis margaritacea
Andropogon gerardii
Asclepias incarnata
Asclepias tuberosa
Chelone glabra
Eupatorium perfoliatum
Geum triflorum
Helianthus divaricatus
Heliopsis helianthoides
Liatris spp.
Monarda didyma
Monarda fistulosa
Penstemon digitalis
Rudbeckia laciniata
Schzachyrium scoparium
Symphyotrichum cordifolium
Symphyotrichum laeve
Symphyotrichum lanceolatum
Symphyotrichum novae-angliaea
Symphyotrichum oolentangiense
Symphyotrichum pilosum
Thalictrum pubescens
Verbena hastata
Verbena stricta
Vernonia gigantea
Veronicastrum virginicum
Artemisia campestris
Campanula rotundifolia
Carex crinita
Carex eburnea
Desmodium canadense
Epilobium angustifolium
Eutrochium maculatum
Helenium autumnale
Liatris cylindracea
Lobelia cardinalis
Lobelia siphilitica
Lupinus perennis
Pycnanthemum tenufolium
Pycnanthemum virginianum

Lespedeza capitata
Black-eyed Susan
Bloodroot
Poverty Oat Grass
Common Name
Bunchberry
Fragrant Sumac
Smooth Rose
Purple Flowering Raspberry
crocus
snowdrops

Round Headed Bushclover
Rudbeckia hirta
Sanguinaria canadensis
Danthonia spicata
Scientific Name
Cornus canadensis
Rhus aromatic
Rosa blanda
Rubus odoratus

1-B
Plant List
Common Name
Silver Maple 120m, 3g
Sugar Maple 150cm, 3g
Freeman Maple
Acer rubrum, 120cm, 3g
Speckled Alder, 3g, 4 sizes
Shadblow Serviceberry, 80cm, 3g
Trembling Aspen
Black Cherry, 120cm, 3g
Burr Oak, 120cm, 3g
Black Cedar, 3g
Eastern White Pine
Shrubs - assorted
White Spruce
Units

Scientific Name
Acer saccharinium
Acer sacharum
Acer freemani
Acer rubrum
Alnus rugosa
Amelanchier canadensis
Populus tremuloides
Prunus serotina
Quercus macrocarpa
Thuja occidentalis
Pinus Strobus
Picea abies

Amount
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
300

Sustainability Matters
Staff Newsletter │ Spring 2018
Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of Sustainability Matters: your staff
newsletter providing you with information about actions the Corporation is taking
to be more sustainable, tips, facts and things you can do at home and work to
help the environment.
The warm weather is finally here! It is a great time to celebrate the warmth of
the sunshine, blooming flowers, and leaves on the trees. With all of this warm
weather, there are so many things you can do in your community and at home to
help protect the pollinators that we rely on for our food. In this issue we have
great tips for your lawn and garden. We are also sending you a reminder about
the Willow Tree Farm Share Program. We hope you enjoy this issue!
Meaghan Craven
Sustainability Coordinator, Senior Planner
Sustainability, Heritage, Downtowns and Community
Development
sustainability@whitby.ca
905.430.4300 ext. 2317

Sustainability Updates
Pollinator Planting Project
On Saturday May 5, 2018, residents and volunteers of all ages joined the Town of Whitby in planting
native plants to diversify the existing pollinator habitat along Whitby’s waterfront. The project was
made possible through a grant from the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, a national charity
that funds environmental projects across Canada.
More than 40 volunteers planted 940 pollinator-attracting plants at Gordon Richards Park, east of
Heydenshore Park.
The planting initiative is part of the Town’s Bee City and Mayor’s Monarch Pledge commitments to
promote, diversity, create and enhance habitat for pollinators like bees and butterflies. This is the first
habitat to be planted under these initiatives, which require a new habitat to be created, maintained or
improved each year.

905.430.4306 ext. 2317 sustainability@whitby.ca

www.whitby.ca

Sustainability Matters
Staff Newsletter │ Spring 2018

News and Interesting Facts
It’s not too late…
We are very pleased to
once again offer staff the
opportunity to participate
in the Willow Tree Farm
Share Program. Starting
the week of June 18,
staff members who have
registered and paid will
receive a delivery of
fresh fruits and
vegetables each week
until the end of October.
Contact
sustainability@whitby.ca
for more information.
Photos: Courtesy of Marianne Schlottke

How to effortlessly reduce your
paper towel use
Did you know that Canadians use about 700,000
tonnes of disposable tissue products each year?
This equates to an average of 22 kg for each
Canadian each year.
We have a very easy way to save some of that
tissue. The next time you are washing your hands
in the washroom, try this easy trick to reduce the
number of paper towels you need to use:
1. After washing your hands, shake them over the
sink 10 to 15 times.
2. Take ONE paper towel, fold it in half and dry
your hands.
It’s that easy! You can help save thousands of
paper towels each year.

Every Little Bit Helps
Become a Lazy Lawn Mower
Bees, butterflies and other
pollinating insects need our help as
they experience a decline in
population.
One way to help prevent the decline in these
populations is to mow your lawn less often, especially
at the beginning of the spring season. Yard flowers
are critical for bees since they start to become more
active around 10 degrees Celsius. After a long
winter, they’re looking for food and yard flowers are
the first foods that help nourish them. Since urban
yards tend to have less flowering plants than a
natural field, mowing less frequently will help
pollinators thrive better in urban areas. Mowing less
frequently is practical, economical and saves time.
Pollinators will thank you!

Create your own Rain Garden
Creating a rain garden in your yard is a great way to
make a difference on water quality and quantity.

What is a Rain Garden?
A rain garden receives water from hard surfaces such
as rooftops, sidewalks, and patios. The shallow
depression of the garden holds the water so it can
slowly infiltrate back into the soil as plants, mulch and
soil naturally remove pollutants from the runoff.
Benefits:
• Pollution control;
• Flood protection;
• Habitat creation; and,
• Water conservation.

For more information on how to create a rain garden
in your yard, check out the CMHC or the Rain Garden
Network websites.

Celebrate Pollinator Week by learning all about
pollinators!
Where: Whitby Central Library
When: Wednesday, June 20, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Register on the Whitby Library website.

For more information: 905.430.4306 or www.whitby.ca

The Whitby Perspective

Keeping Our Community Safe
It’s Back-to-School Time!
As students return from the lazy days of summer,
it’s important to plan out a safe walking and/or
cycling route to and from school. Here are some
tips for how to make your child’s trip to school
more safe:
•	don’t rush – allow extra time to get
to/from school;
• if possible, walk with your child to school;
• pre-scout the route;
• have your child wear bright colours;
•	teach your child that crossing guards are
trusted helpers; and, most importantly,
• bring friends along!
The Town wishes all students a safe and happy
school year.

Did-You-Know
Each year during the winter months, the Town
undertakes a block pruning of boulevard street
trees. Trees are inspected and pruned on a five
year cycle. The pruning program helps to create
and maintain healthy, structurally sound trees;
clear access to sidewalks and sight lines
at intersections.

New By-Law: No Smoking in Town Parks
Helping to protect the health of Whitby residents
is a priority. As such, this July 1, a new By-Law
was introduced to prohibit smoking in Town parks.
In addition, as of January 1, 2019, smoking will
no longer be permitted on Town property in and
around the Town’s recreation centres.

Fleet to Trees
The Town operates a diverse fleet of vehicles and
equipment in order to deliver essential services to the
community, including fire and emergency services,
road and parks maintenance and snow removal.
In an effort to help off-set GHG emissions from the
Town’s fleet, a new program introduced this summer
sees new Town vehicle purchases result in the
planting of new trees within Whitby. Here’s how the
program works: with every new vehicle purchase, the
Town requires the successful supplier/manufacturer
to supply a set amount of trees. The number of trees
is dependent on the total cost of the project. The
new Fleet to Trees program builds on the Town’s
commitment to operating in a sustainable manner.

Your Free Pass to Discovering the Great Outdoors
Discover the great outdoors this fall! Whitby Public
Library patrons can now borrow a CLOCA Parking Pass
for free. The passes are valid for one vehicle at any one
of eight CLOCA Conservation Areas, including Heber
Down and Lynde Shores. Passes have a seven day
loan period and can be checked out using your library
card at the Whitby Public Library Main Branch. Check
the Library catalogue for availability.
For more details and information on locations, visit
whitbylibrary.ca/parkcloca

Reminder: Keep Vehicles Clear of Sidewalks
Sidewalks help people move throughout the
community and need to be accessible at all
times. Did you know that sidewalks must be
kept free and clear at all times? If any portion of
your vehicle is blocking any part of a sidewalk,
it could result in a parking ticket. Help keep our
neighbourhoods safe and walkable by keeping
your car off the sidewalk.

Tracking the Town’s Sustainability Efforts
Learn more about the Town’s growing efforts
to build sustainable practices into its everyday
operations. The Town’s first Sustainability and
Energy Progress Report is now available online at
whitby.ca/sustainability
8

1-E
Display at Town Hall during Pollinator Week

1-F

Brooklin Spring Fair Education Day

1-G
Pollinator Planting

